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DEDICATION. 

to peteb atnsworth, esq., m. p. 

Dear Sir, 

I feel truly grateful that you have so readily 
accorded me the privilege of dedicating the follow- 
ing pages to you, as the present owner of* the 
mansion (Smithills Hall,) where George Marsh 
first appeared, as an accused person, before the 
representative of her Popish Majesty, and con- 
cerning which Hall, busy tradition has handed 
down her reports ; many days of light have sue 
ceeded the darkness of that era, and Gospel truth 
has been favoured, and blessed ; but as a nation, 
we have not been faithful to that light, and thick 
darkness seems hovering over us, like a murky, 
gloomy cloud, while the very errors which our 
martyrs resisted to blood are fostered in some high 
places, and supinely allowed in others* 

I trust that you, my dear sir, and the gentry of 
England generally, may, on the one hand, long be 
preserved from that bigotry which arrogates to 



itself the right of enslaving men's minds ; and on 
the other hand, that you may ever rejoice in the 
name of Protestant, a name which will shortly 
distinguish us from our internal, as well as from 
our open and avowed foes. 

That you may long continue in the enjoyment 
of those hlessings hy which you are surrounded — 
in the affectionate hearts of your relatives and 
dependents — and above all, in the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding, is the prayer of 

Your faithful servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 



INTRODUCTION. 

There have been two principal reasons for my 
sending forth the following pages, to which, amongst 
other things, it is my intention to advert in this 
Introduction. 

My first reason arises from the lack of know- 
ledge among persons, generally well informed? on 
the subject of martyrdom in general, and amongst 
those residing in this neighbourhood, respecting 
this martyr in particular — my second is drawn from 
the peculiar feature of the times in which we live. 

I have for some time past occasionally looked 
into the noble and valuable "Acts and Monu- 
ments of the Martyrs," compiled by the venerable 
John Fox, which was at one time considered of 
sufficient importance to be chained in our churches, 
and I am satisfied that I have never risen from 
the perusal of these volumes without considerable 
benefit, and I could earnestly desire that Christians 
should avail themselves of every opportunity of 
perusing authentic works of that character, that 
they may perceive the spirit of bitter persecution 



urging on those who then (in the time of Queen 
Mary) held the reins of government, instigated by 
the ministers of that which is called the unchang- 
ing and unchangeable religion; and that they may 
also understand, the spirit with which the "noble 
army of martyrs*' suffered imprisonment, bonds, 
and death; the truths of religion for which they 
were counted worthy to suffer; and the standard 
to which they made their constant appeal. 

It is said that Catholics of the present day 
deplore, as much as Protestants, the persecutions 
and deaths which took place for religion's sake in 
the reign of Mary ; and it is possible that some 
individuals having that name may deplore these 
events, but as a body they cannot, because their 
great foundation is the infallibility of their Church, 
which is at once assailed by those who assert or 
acknowledge that she has ever erred; moreover, 
do not all their standard authors maintain that 
such treatment of obstinate heretics is the only 
way to deal with them for the welfare of their 
souls. Again, let us consider a moment the treat- 
ment of that highly respectable man, and devoted 
Christian, Dr. Kalley, at Madeira, and the case of 
the young British officer, at Malta, imprisoned 
because he chanced to throw a few nutshells out of 



vu. 



his window, without being aware that a Popish 
procession was passing by. It is most true that 
the latitudinarian spirit of the age in which we 
live, would, at present at least, prevent the Catho 
lies from having recourse to open violence in our 
highly favoured land, even had they the power; but 
the spirit of that religion which exalts the Church 
above the Lord Jesus, and introduces tradition and 
Church ordinances as of superior weight to the 
word and law of God, is ever the same, it cannot be 
tolerant, it must be dominant; that which it did 
for George Marsh and his noble compeers, it would 
also do for me, and all who maintain the simple 
truths of God's blessed word in the same integrity, 
were not its arm too weak, 

It is most blessed to turn from the consideration 
of that fierce and cruel spirit displayed by those 
who thirsted for the blood of the saints, and con- 
template that ornament, " a meek and quiet spirit," 
given by God himself to those who were counted 
worthy to suffer for the name of the Lord Jesus. 
" The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness 
of God," but "a broken and a contrite spirit God 
will not despise." We may well delight to place 
side by side the sufferers and the persecutors, and 
by their fruits to judge of their state; we shall find 
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the former treading in the steps of their blessed 
Master, praying for those who despitefully used 
them and persecuted them'; the latter imitating 
the cruelty and envy of the chief priests and 
scribes, Herod and Pontius Pilate; and when we 
consider the gracious support vouchsafed by God to 
his servants in the midst of all their troubles, we 
may better understand the saying of the prophet, 
"they shall glorify God in the fires." 

Yet let it be acknowledged that all the Popish 
Bishops were not equally severe in enforcing sub- 
mission, or persecuting those who did not conform 
to their idolatrous worship : for thus writes that 
excellent and witty historian Thomas Fuller, 
author of the Church History of Britain. 

"A.D. 1555, Dr. Cotes was Bishop of Chester, 
who washed his hands in the blood of Mr. George 
Marsh, burnt at Chester ; at whose execution I 
understand not the addition of a pitched barrel 
placed above his head, certainly to enflame the 
flame, but whether out of kindness to hasten his 
death, or cruelty to increase his pain, I dare not 
decide. Sure I am, Cotes died soon after, and 
Cuthbert Scot succeeded in his Bishopric ; one 
very busy about the burning of Bucer's body at 



Cambridge ; but otherwise, I find no persecution 
raised by him in his own diocese. 

The Bishopric of Durham had halcyon days of 
ease and quiet, under God and good Cuthbert 
Tonstall, the Bishop thereof; a learned man of a 
sweet disposition, rather devout to follow his own, 
than cruel to persecute the conscience of others. 
Indeed, he being present in London at the exam- 
ination of divers martyrs, would sometimes fly 
out in base and unbeseeming language (as when he 
called Bishop Hooper, beast, for being married,) yet 
his passion herein may be the rather pardoned, 
because presumed politicJdy to bark the more, 
that he may bite the less, as appeared by his 
courteous carriage in his own diocese. 

The diocese also of Carlisle was not molested 
with any great troubles under Owen Oglethorpe, 
the Bishop thereof; one qualified with a moderate 
temper. 

But Dr. Morgan, Bishop of Saint David's, is 
paramount for his cruelty, passing the sentence of 
condemnation on Robert Farrar, his immediate 
predecessor, whom he caused to be burnt at Car- 
marthen. We know whose counsel it was, "This 
is the heir, come let us kill him, that the inher- 
itance may be ours;" and Morgan never thought 



himself in quiet possession of his Bishopric while 
Farrar was yet in possession of his life. However, 
herein Morgan out-Bonnered even Bonner him- 
self, who (though not out of pity, hut out of policy,) 
did not himself condemn his predecessor, hut 
procured him to be sent to Oxford, to be sentenced 
by others ; whereas this Bishop himself pronounced 
the sentence on Farrar ; an act which no good man 
could, and no wise man would, have done. 

Come we into Middlesex and Essex, the 
diocese of London, under Bishop Bonner, whom all 
generations shall call bloody; Saint Paul men- 
tions his fighting with beasts at Ephesus after the 
manner of men, which some expound, his en- 
countering with people, men, for their shape and 
sex, but bea&U for their cruel minds and manners. 
In the same sense we may say, that lion, tiger, 
wolf, bear, yea a whole forest of wild beasts met in 
Bonner, killing two hundred in the compass of 
three years; and as if his cruelty had made him 
metropolitan of all England, he stood not on 
distinction of dioceses, but martyred all where- 
soever he met them. Thus Mr. Philpot belonged 
to Gardiner's jurisdiction, and often pleaded in 
vain that Bonner was not his ordinary, yet Bonner 
(ordinary or extraordinary) dispatched him, who 



eared not whence men came, but only whither he 
sent them. No sex, quality, or age, escaped ; from 
John Fetty, a lad of eight years old, by him 
scourged to death, even unto Hugh Laverock, a 
cripple sixty years old, whom he caused to be 
burnt." 

"While I have the book open before me, I can- 
not resist presenting my readers with another 
quotation : — 

" In all this army of martyrs, Mr. John Rogers, 
burnt in Smithfield, February 4, 1555, led the 
van, and five martrys burnt at Canterbury, Novem- 
ber 10, 1558, (namely, JohnComford, Christopher 
Brown, John Herat, John Snoth, and Catherine 
Knight,) brought up the rear ; according to their 
own prayer (not to say prophecy) at the stake, 
that they might be the last, as by God's mercy it 
so proved. All these were executed in the four 
last years of Queen Mary's reign, none suffering in 
the first year 'thereof; in which time the butchers 
under her did only prepare their shambles for 
slaughter, whet their knives and made ready their 
instruments of cruelty. Comparisons, I know, are 
odious, and the more so when made between per- 
sons of eminence. However, to those who peruse 
the whole story, these proportions will appeal 4 true. 
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Of all the Marian martyrs, Mr. Philpot was the 
hest born gentleman ; Bishop Ridley , the profoundest 
scholar; Mr. Bradford the holiest and devoutest 
man ; Archbishop Cranmer, of the mildest and 
meekest temper ; Bishop Hooper, of the sternest 
and most austere nature ; Dr. Taylor had the mer- 
riest and pleasantest wit; Mr. Latimer had the 
plainest and simplest heart, &c. Oh, the variety 
of these several instruments ! Oh, their joint har- 
mony in a concert to God's glory ! 

It is observable that the sacrament of the 
altar was the main touchstone to discover the poor 
Protestants. Many indeed are the differences be- 
twixt us and the Romish Church, but on this point 
the examiners pinched most. Haply, because in 
other controversies Protestants (hunted after by 
these blood-hounds) might take covert under some 
tolerable distinction and evade the danger ; where- 
as this point of the real corporal presence of Christ 
in the sacrament, the self same body that was 
crucified was such down-right falsehood, it was 
incapable of any palliation, and was the compendious 
way to discover those of the contrary opinion. 
This neck question (as I may term it) the most dull 
and duncical commissioner was able to ask : and 
Jftanks be to God, the silliest Protestant soul 
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brought before them was able to answer : first, by 
denying it, then by dying in the defence of his 
denial." 

Thus, the reader of the following pages will per- 
ceive that the Popish Bishop and Commissioners 
acted towards George Marsh; and he, together 
with his fellow martyrs, was put to death because 
he denied altogether the gross and abominable doc- 
trine of transubstantiation ; which an article of our 
Church describes as being " repugnant to the plain 
words of scripture, and overturneth the nature of a 
sacrament;" to that blessed volume, God's holy 
word, did George constantly appeal, and, both in 
his examinations and his letters, shew himself to 
be thoroughly acquainted therewith. 

Shortly after I came to reside in this neighbour- 
hood, (in the year 1832) in conversation with some 
of my neighbours, mention was made of Smithills 
Hall, and amongst other things I heard that there 
was the mark of a Monk's foot, being the impres- 
sion left by his stamping on the floor when he was 
being apprehended on some charge, — I made fur- 
ther enquiries, but could learn nothing authentic 
until I met with Baines' History of Lancashire ; 
in which occurs the following notice of the tradi- 
tion : — " Smithills Hall, in this parish (Bolton) is 
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a place of considerable antiquity. It is situated in 
a wood, above a small rocky glen, about two miles 
and a half from Bolton. In a passage near the 
door of the dining-room, is a natural cavity in A 
flag, somewhat resembling the print of a man's 
foot ; and this appearance has occasioned a tradition, 
that the martyr, George Marsh, of the neighbour- 
ing parish of Dean, when brought before Sir Roger 
Barton, of S mi thills Hall, for examination in 1555, 
stamped upon the place where he stood, in con- 
firmation of the truth of his opinions ; and that a 
miraculous impression was made upon the stone, 
as a perpetual memorial of the injustice of his 
enemies, which neither time nor labour can efiace." 
And in another part of the same volume, I found 
that "Three Lancashire martyrs fell under her 
(Mary's) persecutions. John Rogers, a Lancashire 
man, a learned divine, one of the translators of 
the Bible, was burnt at the stake, in Smithfield, 
on the 4th of February, 1555; and was the first 
person who suffered martyrdom in this reign. 
•John Bradford, born at Manchester, and brought 
U P to the bar, but afterwards a zealous clergyman 
°i the Protestant persuasion, suffered in the same 
year, and in the same manner, at Smithfield ; and 
George Marsh, born at Dean, in this county, and 
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educated at Cambridge, was martyred at Chester, 
on the 24th of April, 1555." Having by this 
means obtained a clue to the unravelling of this 
mysterious tradition, I had recourse to Fox's Acts, 
&c., above referred to, and other old volumes, which, 
by the munificence of some unknown benefactor, 
enrich the parsonage at Astley; I found what sub- 
stantially composes this little volume, much of it 
being, as will be apparent to the reader, copied 
verbatim ; at that time I longed to make public all 
that could be known concerning George Marsh; 
deeming that every thing of that sort would be 
interesting to persons dwelling in this neighbour- 
hood, but shrunk from incurring the expense of 
printing a small volume; and running the risk of 
having the impression on my hands for years. 

In the summer of 1838, I was invited by P. 
Ainsworth, Esq., to preach annual sermons for the 
Jubilee School at Halliwell, in the chapel at 
Smithills, and the day being fine, vast numbers of 
persons were collected together, and I saw many of 
them going, as they said, " to look at the old Monk's 
footstep; 11 again my desire to publish this little 
work was revived, b%t at that time I was Incum- 
bent of Lockwood, in Yorkshire, and had not the 
materials at my command. Since my return to 
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Astley, I have several times determined to carry 
my purpose into effect; and, amidst the various 
hindrances arising from my frequent parochial en- 
gagements, have at length completed what need 
not have heen the employment of many days, if I 
could have commanded the undivided attention of 
that period. 

I have before said that the peculiar features of 
the present day, have urged me to this publication ; 
not because I am one of those who consider the days 
in which we live the wprst days, and the people, 
with whom we have to do, the most wicked people ; 
no : while deeply sensible of the state in which the 
visible Church of God now is, (and that branch of 
it of which it is my privilege to be a member, does 
certainly take the lead, in tendencies of a soul- 
destroying character,) while viewing with regret 
and sorrow the covetousness of many, and the 
drunkenness and riot of others ; yet considering, at 
the same time, the vast increase of population and 
of wealth, I think we have reason to bless God for 
what we do enjoy, and encouragement to pray to 
him to avert from us those evils which seem to 
threaten us and to hang ovel our heads. Yet I 
wish to see the thoughts, the writings, the conduct, 
and the spirit of the men who dared to die for the 



cause of God and truth, to uphold the Protestant 
religion and the word of the living God, placed in 
juxtaposition with those of the present day, who 
claim to be the successors of the same men. For 
instance, had Dr. Puseyv Mr. Newman, or Mr. 
Ward stood in the place of George Marsh, they 
would never have suffered at the stake, but have 
been embraced as the legitimate children of the 
Popedom ; and would scarcely have received even a 
gentle chastisement ere they would have been 
received (where they ought long since to have 
gone) into the bosom of that apostate Church. 
Nay more, had some of our present spiritual 
rulers to defend themselves on the same ground 
upon which worthy old Fuller says the Protestants 
were assailed by their crafty foes, I much question 
whether such straight forward answers could be 
elicited from them. So long as the Popish 
figments of regeneration, and justification in 
baptism, with apostolical succession, and other 
collateral errors are maintained, by our spiritual 
heads, no wonder that laxity of morals, and formality 
in religion prevail amongst the people. 

I add here a few quotations from the writings 
of Mr. Ward, a gentleman who calls himself a 
minister of the Church of England, and holds a 
b 
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fellowship in Balliol College, Oxford; unrebuked,as 
he himself tells us, for his avowed identity with 
the Church of Rome : — 

" Three years have passed since I said plainly, 
that in subscribing the articles, I renounce no one 
Romish doctrine; yet I retain my fellowship, 
which I hold on the tenure of subscription, and 
have received no Ecclesiastical censure in any 
shape." — Ideal Church, page 667. 

As I am introducing these quotations merely for 
the sake of comparing them with the Life and 
Martyrdom, observations may appear irrelevant. 
Yet I cannot forbear observing that, if Mr. Ward 
is not amenable to any Ecclesiastical authority, 
it is high time that some enactment be made, 
bringing all members of the University, who sub- 
scribe the articles, under such authority ; and if he 
be subject to such rule, steps should be taken to 
remove (if possible) from authority the timid and 
cowardly servant of Jesus (professedly) who allows 
himself to be taunted for the neglect of his duty. 
What would be said of any officer in her majesty's 
service who allowed one of his subalterns to boast 
that he had been three years wearing her majesty's 
uniform, and receiving her pay, by virtue of the 
oath which he had sworn, and yet was, in his 
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heart, a favourer of her enemies ? Wquld he not 
be censured and removed, and would not some one 
be appointed in his place who would do his duty 
towards the perjured person? 

In page 43 Mr. Ward tells us of the deep and 
burning hatred with which some members of the 
Church, including himself, regard that " miserable 
event," (the English reformation,) 

In a note to page 44 he says, " I cannot agree 
with those who prefer the English reformation 
to the foreign. So far from it, I know of no single 
movement in the Chutfch, except Arianism* in the 
fourth century, so destitute of all claims on our 
sympathy and regard." In the same note he 
wishes to guard " himself, however, against being 
supposed to underrate the extreme sinfulness of 
that most hateful heresy the Lutheran doctrine of 
justification. 

In page 72 he asserts that " To maintain (with 
Mr. Palmer) that the Church's infallibility is a fig- 
ment, that all bishops are but fallible men, and 
that the chief bishop on earth sanctions and 
practices idolatry, is a flight of conservative 
extravagance." 

In page 77 he says plainly that " The Church 

b 2 
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ef Rome is, rather than the Ancient Church, oui* 
fitting model." 

In note to page 118 he says that " The doctrine 
denied by our Church, under the term transub* 
stantiation, is that which is virtually denied by the 
Roman formularies as well as our own ! Nor can 
he understand the assertion made by English 
churchmen, that ' the bread and wine remain after 
the consecration/ means anything, more than that 
the Catholics mean by saying ' that the accidents 
of bread remain.' " 

In page 168 he tabes, " as the representation of 
Catholicism on the subject of justification, most 
gladly, as consulting his own preference, the 
Roman doctrine, as decreed at Trent, and as prac- 
tically followed out by foreign churches." 

In page 472-3 he remarks, " For my own part 
I think it would not be right to conceal, indeed I 
am anxious openly to express my own most firm 
and undoubting conviction, that were we, as a 
Church, to pursue such a line of conduct as has 
been sketched here, (the maintenance of moral and 
religious discipline, and of an orthodox faith,)' in 
proportion as we did so, we should be taught from 
above to discern and appreciate the plain marks of 
divine wisdom and authority in the Roman Church, 
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to repent in sorrow and bitterness of heart our 
great sin in leaving her communion, and to sue 
humbly at her feet fox pardon and restoration" ! ! ! 

In speaking of the thirty-nine articles, in pages 
479, 480, 48i, he thinks the 12th article is 
plainly on the Evangelical side, and that the 
phrase (justification by faith only,) invented by 
Luther for his heresy, therein incorporated, 
involves "a most atrocious and most immoral 
sentiment" He thinks, however, that the natural 
meaning of the article may be explained away, fob 
he himself subscribes it in a non-natural sense. 
H« thinks the same process must be applied to 
the oath of supremacy which would be naturally 
understood as denying spiritual authority to the 
Pope!! 

Elsewhere he thinks that the articles do not 
condemn any more than the council of Trent, all 
invocation of saints, and thinks that the article 
which says that the Church of Rome hath erred 
like that of Antioch, in matters of faith as well as 
ceremony, is to be taken that some individuals in 
the Church of Rome have erred! The word they 
not being to be referred to the several Churches 
mentioned, but to the individuals of them. Is not 
this truly reading the articles in a noti-natural 
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sense? The words of the article are, plainly: 
"As the Churches of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch have erred, so also the Church of Rome 
hath erred; not only in their living and manner 
of ceremonies, but also in matters of faith." 

Together with these quotations from Mr. Ward, 
let the reader compare, with the answers of George 
Marsh, the following extracts from Dr. Pusey's 
celebrated sermon on the Sacrament of the Lords 
supper, and how noble does the bold, ingenuous, 
and open-hearted martyr appear, in comparison 
with the learned, casuistical, and mystical professor 
of Hebrew, in a Protestant University. " How 
are the mighty fallen, and the pure gold become 
dim!" 

"This is (if we may reverently so speak) the 
order of the mystery of the Incarnation, that the 
Eternal Word so took our flesh unto Himself as to 
impart to it his own inherent life ; so then we, 
partaking of it, that life is transmitted on to us 
also, and not to our souls only, but to our bodies 
also, since we become flesh of his flesh, and bone 
of his bone, and he who is wholly life, is imparted 
to ua wholly. The Life, which he is, spreads 
arourni, Orst giving i* 3 own ^^^ to that sinless 
fle*U which he united indissolubly with himself, 
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and in it encircling and vivifying our whole nature ; 
and then through that bread, which is His Flesh, 
finding an entrance to us individually, penetrating 
us, soul and body and spirit, and irradiating and 
transforming into his own light and life." — Pweys 
Sermon., page 11. 

Again: "Yet such is undoubted Catholic teach- 
ing, and the most literal import of Holy Scripture 
and the mystery of the Sacrament, that the Eternal 
Word, who is God, having taken to him our flesh, 
and joined it indissolubly with himself; and so 
where his flesh is, there he is, and we receiving it 
receive him; and, receiving him, are joined on to 
him through his flesh to the Father, and he dwell- 
ing in us, dwell in him, and with him, in God." — 
Ibid, page 14. 

If there be any possibility of divesting these 
passages, and the whole sermon, of their mysticism, 
the meaning must be, that Christ having taken 
upon him flesh, and that flesh being eaten in the 
Sacrament, we have Christ in our bodies. This is 
awful blasphemy, and we may well address such 
persons after the manner in which our Lord 
addressed the Pharisees on another occasion: 
" Not that which entereth into the body" purifieth 
or benefiteth the man, but that which entereth the 



XX1Y. 

heart, through faith, by which alone a man can 
feed on the body and blood of Christ; for ther out- 
ward and visible sign is bread and wine, which the 
Lord hath commanded to be -received; but the 
inward and spiritual grace is the strengthening 
and refreshing of our souls, by the body and blood 
of Christ, as our bodies are by the bread and wine ; 
and the bread and wine become emblematical of 
the body and blood of Christ, and a blessing to our 
souls, as we are enabled by faith to look beyond 
it, and rejoice in its fitness to represent to us the 
suffering and death of our blessed Saviour; his 
complete atonement for our sins, and his ever- 
lasting righteousness; for, let it be remembered, 
however self-denying any person may be ; however 
exemplary, and however attentive to the Lord's 
supper, if he have not faith whereby, in his heart, 
he may feed on the blessed Jesus, all his religion 
is vain. 

I would recommend to the attentive reader a 
well written pamphlet, entitled " A Tract for the 
Times, by the Rev. J. Suteliffe, Perpetual Curate 
of Knoekholt, near Sevenoaks," published by 
Nisbet, London ; a little work which will no doubt 
procure its author much reproach from those who 
(lesire, to swim with the stream, but which com- 



mends itself to the heart of every faithful follower 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, as directing attention to 
those fundamental errors on which Puseyism is 
erected. 

Another remarkable circumstance of the present 
era, is the erection of a beautiful and unique 
monument to the memory of the martyrs who 
suffered at Oxford; while the doctrines for which 
they, one and all, endured martyrdom, are re- 
jected; their memory traduced, and their characters 
vilified by persons in that University, who, if not 
applauded, are caressed, and secretly encouraged 
by those who ought to be foremost in standing in 
the gap. 

Could I hope that my little volume would find 
its way into the hands of those in authority in 
that ancient and sacred seat of learning, I would 
say, "Oh, Reverend Fathers, I conjure you, by all 
that is dear to you, purge yourselves from this 
unholy, this Christ-despising leaven, which exalts 
the creature, but lays prostrate sacred truth ; wel- 
comes the abominations of Popery, and would silent 
ly hand the Church of England over to the Roman 
Pontiff. Summon together your members of con- 
vocation, and by a solemn act, disavow all sympathy 
with those who can invent a method whereby men 



may hold their preferment, and yet sign the ajv 
tides which were composed for the very purpose 
of excluding all such persons from those posts of 
honour, lucre, and authority. Oh, ye heads of 
colleges and halls remove from their tutorships all 
who are credibly believed to be infected with this 
soul-destroying delusion, the immortal welfere of 
our population demands it — the peace, perhaps 
the existence of our Church, as an Establishment, 
demands it — at least, your own temporal interests 
demand it ; for I am confident no parent having 
the immortal interest of a son, or sons, at heart, 
will dare to tempt- God by sending his son into 
the midst of the pitch which defileth, lest he be 
led astray, and fall into the same condemnation." 

And could I hope that these lines might ever 
be perused by the Bishop of Oxford, I would say 
to him, doth not the Lord say, " awake thou that 
sleepest," " woe to the idol shepherd that neglect 
eth his flock," shall the Lord's heritage be laid 
waste? shall men be sent into the Vineyard to 
worry the sheep, about stone altars, credence 
tables, bowing to the east, and forms defunct, and 
by common consent disused, while 

u The hungry sheep look up, hut are not fed." 

jLet our Bishops examine themselves, by the 
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touchstone of God's holy word, whether they be in 
the faith, let them then examine those who pre- 
sent themselves before them for ordination, on 
their personal and experimental knowledge of the 
plague of their own hearts, and the power of divine 
grace; pardoning their iniquities, subduing and 
overcoming in-dwelling sin ; let them commend 
such works as Archbishop Usher's Body of Di- 
vinity; let the young in the ministry be taught 
that they are expected to carry out the spirit of 
the ordination service : to draw, not force, their 
parishioners to the house of God, and by a spirit 
of meekness, win their souls ; then will the brighest 
days of our national Church appear, then will all 
her forms be appreciated, when they are be- 
held as the external garb of religion, and not as 
though they constituted its substance. Ere I 
leave this point, I would fain make one more ob- 
servation: the conviction of my own mind, for 
some time past, with respect to that form of 
Popery, usually called Puseyism, has been that it 
has arisen from a desire, on the part of unen- 
lightened men, to exercise the same dominion over 
the minds of the people which the priests of Rome 
possess ; this they cannot gain, but by throwing the 
people into the same state of ignorance; hence the 
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assertions, repecting the Church, — the impossibility 
of the laity understanding the scriptures, — the re- 
quirement of implicit confidence in the minister, 
as, by virtue of office, " successor of the apostles ;" 
hence, in fact, all the formality in many places so 
strongly fostered and encouraged ; hence the harsh 
terms schism and schismadcal, applied to all those 
who, in the exercise of their judgment, conscienti- 
ously differ. 

These reasons and these thoughts, will, I am 
aware, in the eyes of some, barely excuse this pub- 
lication; but with all its faults I commit it to the 
fostering care of my covenant God, entreating him 
to pardon them, and to use it for his own honour 
and glory. 

There are two persons mentioned in these pages 
concerning whom I should wish to give some fur- 
ther information in this Introduction : Lawrence 
Sanders and John Bradford ; the former is alluded 
to by George Marsh, in his letters ; and the latter is 
described, by worthy Thomas Fuller, as the holiest 
and devoutest of those who suffered during the 
Marian persecutions. 

Lawrence Sanders received his education at 
Eton College, from whence, as at the present 
&&e> scholars were chosen to King's College, Cam- 



bridge, to which place Mr. Sanders was, in due 
season, chosen, and resided a short time ; but, paying 
a visit to his parents, his mother, a lady of some 
wealth and influence, persuaded him to become a 
merchant, and he was accordingly apprenticed to 
Sir Wm. Chester, but he could not feel happy and 
comfortable in this situation ; and his master, who 
was a good man, perceiving his devout and studious 
disposition, gave him up his indentures, and with 
his parents' permission he returned again to Gam- 
bridge, where his profiting soon appeared to all 
men ; studying diligently the Hebrew, as well as 
the Latin and Greek tongues, and devoting himself 
greatly to the study of the Holy Scriptures. His 
godly conversation was profitable and edifying, for 
he was a man of prayer; he prayed often and 
with great fervour, and being a man intimately 
acquainted with his own weakness, and Satan's 
temptations, he met both wkh prayer, and having 
obtained blessed deliverance he was enabled to 
comfort others " with the same comfort wherewith 
he was comforted of God;" his company was much 
sought for, and prized by real Christians. He 
continued at Cambridge until he had taken the 
degree of Master of Arts. 

In the beginning of Edward the Sixth's reign, 



he was appointed by his College to be reader in 
Divinity at the College of Fotheringay; but this 
College being shortly after dissolved, he accepted 
the benefice of Church Langton, in Leicestershire, 
where George Marsh became his curate. Soon 
after he was called to the living of the Parish of 
All Hallows, Bread-street, London, upon which he 
determined to resign his charge in the country, 
and reside in London; but the accession of Queen 
Mary determined him to hold both places for a 
time, not daring to resign either into the hands of 
Papists ; and so he continued preaching the truths 
of God's word; now in the country, now in Lon- 
don, warning his hearers against the errors of 
Popery, and testifying, that the evils which were 
then coming upon the land, were a just judgment 
for privileges slighted and neglected. 

On Saturday, the 14th of October, 1553, as he 
drew nigh to the City of London, being on his way 
to his benefice, Sir John Mordant, a counsellor of 
the Queen's, overtook him, and asked him whither 
he was going. "I have," replied he, "a cure in 
London, and I am on my way to instruct my 
people, as in duty bound." "If you will follow 
my counsel," said Mordant, "you will let them 
alone and not go near them." "But how then,'* 
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says Mr. Sanders, "shall I have a clear conscience 
before God; if any be sick and desire consolation; 
if any want good counsel, and need instruction ; or 
if any should slip into error, and receive false 
doctrine ?" * ' Did you not, on such a day, " enquired 
Mordant, "preach at Bread-street?" "Yes, in- 
deed," replied Sanders, " that is my cure." " I 
heard you myself," rejoined the other, " and will 
you preach there now again !" " If it please you," 
said Sanders, "to-morrow you may hear me, in the 
same place, where I will confirm, by the authority 
of God's word, all that I said then." 

Sir John attempted to dissuade him from preach- 
ing, and then went and reported to Bonner, Bishop 
of London, that Sanders would preach at his cure 
the next day; and Sanders went to his lodging, 
resolved to do his duty, and to some enquiry how 
he did, he replied, " I am in prison till I be in 
prison," meaning that he should have no quietness 
in his mind until he had preached, and then his 
mind would be easy, even if he were cast into 
prison. 

The next day, being Sunday, he preached, in 
the forenoon, from 2 Cor. xi. 2, " I have espoused 
you to one husband, that I may present you as a 
chaste virgin to Christ, &c." He recited the sum 
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of the true Christian doctrine, and shewed that 
believers are united to Christ, in receiving from 
him free justification, by faith in his blood and 
righteousness. He compared the Popish doctrine 
to the serpent's deceiving; and lest they should be 
deceived by it, ho made a comparison between the 
voice of God and the voice of the Popish serpent. 
• In the afternoon he was ready at his Church to 
have given another exhortation to his people ; but 
the Bishop of London prevented him, by sending 
an officer to apprehend him. He was kept in 
prison above a year, during which time he was 
many times examined ; and, by his bold and un- 
compromising declarations of the truth, made his 
adversaries quail before him. At length he was 
burnt at Coventry. On the 8th of February, 1565, 
he was led to the place of execution, in tho Park, 
outside the city, going in an old gown and a shirt, 
bare-footed, and oftimes fell flat to the ground 
and prayed. When he was come nigh to the 
place, the officer appointed to see the execution 
done, told Mr. Sanders he was one of those who 
marred the Queen's realm with false doctrine and 
heresy, wherefore he had deserved death; but if 
he would revoke his heresies the Queen had par- 
doned him; but if not, the fire was prepared for 
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him. To whom Mr. Sanders replied, that it was 
not he nor his fellow preachers of God's truth who 
hurt the Queen's realm, but himself, and such as 
he, who always resisted God's word;" "for I>" said 
the blessed man, "hold no heresies, but the doc- 
trine of God, the blessed gospel of Christ; that hold 
I; that believe I; that have I taught, and that 
will I never revoke." With that his tormentor 
cried, "away with him," and away from him went 
Mr. Sanders, with cheerful courage to the fire. He 
fell to the ground and prayed; he rose up again, 
and took the stake to which he should be chained 
in his arms, and kissed it, saying, "welcome the 
cross of Christ; welcome everlasting life;" and 
being fastened to the stake, and fire put to him, 
full sweetly he slept in the Lord. 

Copy of a letter sent by Mr. Sanders, when he 
was in prison, to his wife : — 

"Grace, mercy, and peace in Christ our Lord, 
entirely beloved wife, even as unto my own soul 
and body, so do I daily in my hearty prayer wish 
unto you; for I do daily, twice at the least, in this 
sort, remember you. And I do not doubt, (dear; 
wife,) but that both I and you, as we be written in 
the book of life, so we shall together enjoy the? 
same everlastingly, through the grace and mercy 
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of God our dear Father, in his Son, Jesus Christ. 
And for this present life let us wholly appoint our- 
selves to the will of our good God, to glorify him 
either by life or by death, and even that same 
merciful Lord make us worthy to honour him, 
either way as pleaseth him, Amen. I am merry, 
I thank my God and my Christ, in whom, and 
through whom I shall, (I know,) be able to fight a 
good fight, and finish a good course; and then 
receive that crown which is laid up in store for me 
and all the true soldiers of Christ. -Wherefore, 
wife, let us, in the name of our God, fight lustily 
to overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
What our armour and weapons be, in this kind of 
fight, look in the 6th chapter to the Ephesians : and 
pray, pray, pray. 

"I would that you make no suit for me in any- 
wise. Thank, you know whom, for her most sweet 
and comfortable putting me in remembrance of my 
journey, whither I am passing. God send us all 
good speed, and a joyful meeting. I have too few 
such friends to further me in that journey, which 
is indeed the greatest friendship. The blessing of 
God be with you all. Amen. 

"A prisoner in the Lord, 

"L. Sandebs." 



XXXV. 

Happy the man in whom such an excellent spirit 
dwells, and blessed the people who are under the 
charge of such a minister; may the Lord raise us 
up many such. 

Concerning that other blessed man of God, 
John Bradford, he being a native of Manchester, 
I am compelled to say a few words of him, which 
I am sure will not tire any godly reader. 

He was liberally educated, and, under Sir John 
Harrington* Knight, was in a prosperous course, as 
regards the things of this life, and with a good 
prospect, but God, who had chosen him to a better 
function, and pre-ordained him to preach, in that 
hour of grace, which in his secret counsel he had 
appointed, called this, his chosen child, to the 
understanding and partaking of the same gospel of 
life; in which call he was so truly taught, that 
forthwith his effectual call was perceived by the 
fruits. For then Bradford forsook his worldly 
affairs and forwardness in worldly wealth; and 
after the just account given by his master of all 
his doing, he departed from him, and with mar- 
vellous favour to further the kingdom of God, by 
the ministry of his holy word, he gave himself 
wholly to the study of the holy scriptures. He 
went to the University of Cambridge, where his 
c3 
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diligence of study, his profiting in knowledge, and 
godly conversation so pleased all men, that within 
one whole year after he had been there, the 
University gave him the degree of Master of Arts, 
and immediately after, the master and fellows of 
Pembroke Hall, gave him a fellowship; that great 
man of God, Martin Bucer, so liked him, that he 
not only held him most dear to him, but also 
oftentimes exhorted him to employ his talent in 
preaching; to which Bradford answered, that he 
was unable to serve in that office through want of 
learning; to which Bucer was wont to reply, "if 
thou have not fine Manchet bread, yet give the 
poor people barley bread, or whatsoever else the 
Lord hath committed unto thee." 

He was, after a while, ordained by Ridley, 
Bishop of London, who gave him a prebend in 
Saint Paul's Cathedral-. 

In the days of Mary, he was apprehended for 
preaching true Protestant doctrine; and, after 
sundry examinations, and long imprisonment in 
various prisons, he was burned at Smithfield, 
deeply regretted by all good men, and by the 
populace at large, by whom he was generally 
beloved, and over whom he had considerable 
influence. In his person he was rather tall and 
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slender, spare of body, of a faint sanguine colour, 
with an auburn beard. He slept not commonly 
above four hours in the night; and, in his bed, his 
book was in his hand until sleep came. His chief 
recreation was only in honest company and comely 
talk, wherein he used to spend a little time after 
dinner, and so to prayer and his book again. He 
counted that hour not well spent, in which he did 
not some good, either with with his pen, study, or 
in exhorting others. He was no niggard of his 
purse, but would liberally participate what he had, 
with his fellow prisoners ; and commonly once a 
week he visited the thieves, pickpockets, and such 
others that were with him in the other side of the 
prison in which he was confined, unto whom he 
gave godly exhortation, to learn the amendment 
of their lives by their trouble, and after so doing 
he distributed some portion of money to their 
comfort. 

Together with the Rev. John Bradford, was 
burned, one John Leaf, a young man aged about 
20 years, and when they came to the stake, in 
Smithfield, to be burned — Mr. Bradford lying 
prostrate on one side of the stake, and the young 
man, John Leaf, on the other side — they lay flat 
on their faces, praying within themselves for the 
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space of a minute. Then one of the sheriffs said 
to Mr. Bradford, "Arise, and make an end, for 
the press of the people is great." At that word 
they both stood upon their feet, and then Mr. 
Bradford took a faggot in his hand and kissed it, 
and so likewise the stake; and when he had so 
done he desired of the sheriffs that his servant 
might have his raiment: "for," said he, " I have 
nothing else to give him, and besides he is a poor 
man ;" and the sheriff said he should have it ; and 
so immediately Mr. Bradford put off his raiment 
and went to the stake, and holding up his hands, 
and casting his countenance to heaven, he said 
thus, "0 England, England, repent thee of thy 
sins, repent thee of thy sins; beware of idolatry; 
beware of false antichrists, take heed they do not 
deceive you!" and as he was speaking these words, 
the sheriff bid them tie his hands if he would not 
be quiet. « O Master Sheriff," said Mr. Bradford, 
" I am quiet, God forgive you this, Master Sheriff ;'» 
and one of the officers who made the fire, hear- 
ing Mr. Bradford so speaking to the sheriff, said, 
" If you have no better learning than that, you 
are but a fool, and were best hold your peace." To 
which words Mr. Bradford gave no answer; but 
asked all the world forgiveness, and forgave all the 
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world, and prayed the people to pray for him; and 
turned his head to the young man that suffered 
with him and said, " Be of good comfort brother : 
for we shall have a merry supper with the Lord 
this night ;" and so spake no more words aloud for 
men to hear, but embracing the reeds, said thus, 
" Strait is the way, and narrow is the gate, that 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 

The letters of this godly man are very sweet, 
precious, and profitable; and there is one, addressd 
to Lancashire and Cheshire, which I would give 
whole, did my limits permit; yet, living as I do 
in the very centre of the district addressed, I 
.cannot refrain from giving an extract, with which 
I will close this lengthy Introduction : 

" To all those who profess the name and true 
religion of Jesus Christ, in Lancashire and Che- 
shire ; and specially abiding in Manchester and 
thereabout : John Bradford, a most unworthy ser- 
vant of the Lord, now, not only in bonds, but also 
condemned for the same true religion, wisheth 
mercy, and grace and peace, and increase of all 
godliness, from God the Father of all pity, 
through the deserts of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
the working of the most mighty and lively Spirit, 
jthe Comforter for ever. Amen. 
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I heard it reported, credibly, my dearly beloved 
in the Lord, that my heavenly Father hath 
thought it good to provide that, as I have preached 
his true doctrine and gospel amongst you by word, 
so I shall testify and confirm the same by deed : 
that is, I shall with you leave my life, which, by 
his providence I first received there ; (for in Man- 
chester I was born,) for a seal to the doctrine I 
have taught you, and amongst you ; so that if hence- 
forth you waver you will have no excuse at all. But 
perchance you will say, * what is it for which you are 
condemned ? Indeed, the chief thing which I am 
condemned for, as an heretic, is because, I deny in 
the Sacrament of the altar (which is not Christ's 
supper, but a plain perverting of it ; being used as 
the Papists now use it) to be a real, natural and 
corporeal presence of Christ's body and blood, 
under the form and accidents of bread and wine ; 
that is, because I deny Transubstantiation, which 
is the darling of the devil, and daughter aud heir 
to antichrist's religion ; whereby the mass is main- 
tained, Christ's supper perverted, his sacrifice and 
cross imperfected, his priesthood destroyed, the 
ministry taken away, repentance repelled, and all 
true godliness abandoned. In the supper of the 
I*ord, or Sacrament of Christ's body and blood, I 
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confess and believe that there is a true and very 
presence of the whole Christ, God and man, to the 
faith of the receiver, as there is a very true pre- 
sence of bread and wine to the senses of them 
that partake thereof. My dearly beloved: this 
truth which I have taught and you have received, 
I believed, and do believe, and therein give my 
life; I hope in God shall never be burned, bound, 
nor overcome ; but shall triumph, have victory, and 
be at liberty in spite of all Gods adversaries : for 
. there is no counsel against the Lord ; nor can any 
device of man be able to defeat the verity in any 
other than such as be children of unbelief, which 
have no love to the truth, and therefore are given 
up to believe lies ; from which plague the Lord of 
his mercy deliver you, and all the realm ; my dear 
hearts in the Lord, I humbly beseech his mercy : 
Amen." 

Christian reader, I trust these remarks and 
extracts will not prove an unprofitable Introduc- 
tion to the following pages, and, commending you 
to God, and the word of his grace. 

I subscribe myself, 
Yours, in the truth, and for the truth's sake, 
ALFRED HEWLETT, 

P&nonage, AstUy, 
Nov. 1814. 



THE LIFE, MAETYRDOM, AND LETTERS 

OF 

THE REV. GEORGE MARSH, 

OP DEAN, NEAR BOLTON : 

WHO SUFFERED MARTYRDOM FOR THE TRUTHS SAKE, 
APRIL 24, A. D. 1555. 



CHAPTER I. 

George Marsh was born in the parish of 
Dean, in the county of Lancaster, about the year 
1515 ; in his youth he received a good plain edu- 
cation, and was brought up to the occupation of a 
farmer, and maintained himself in good reputation 
by his diligence. In his 25th year, he married 
the daughter of a neighbouring farmer, living by, 
and upon, their farm, by whom he had several 
children ; but, upon the death of his wife, being 
"desirous of godly studies," having arranged for 
leaving his household and children in good order ; 
he repaired to the University of Cambridge, where 
he studied diligently, and made good progress in 



godly learning and virtuous conduct, and was or- 
dained a minister of God's holy word, and for a 
time was curate to Mr. Lawrence Sanders, as he 
himself declares. He laboured diligently in his 
vocation for a time, earnestly setting forth the 
blessed truths of God's holy word, to the defacing 
of antichrist's false doctrine, by his godly exposi- 
tions and sermons, as well there and in the parish 
of Dean, as elsewhere in Lancashire. This was in 
the days of Queen Mary, when Bonner and Gar- 
diner were endeavouring to persecute to the death 
all those who refused to yield obedience to the 
Pope, and to acknowledge as christian faith the 
heresies introduced from Rome ; and, after a little 
time, through the malice of certain adversaries, he 
was apprehended and kept in close prison by 
George Cotes, then Bishop of Chester ; within the 
precincts of the Bishop's house, " about the space 
of four months," being not permitted to have re- 
lief or comfort from any visits of his friends, but 
charge was given to the porter to mark who they 
were that asked for him, and to signify their names 
to the Bishop, as will appear from his own nar- 
ration, which follows : — 

44 On the Monday before Palm Sunday, which 
was the 12th of March, it was told me at my 



mother's house, that Roger Winstone, with other 
of Mr. Barton's servants, did make diligent search 
for me in Bolton ; and when they perceived that I 
was not there, they gave strict charge to Robert 
Ward and Robert Marsh, to find and bring me to 
Mr. Barton the next day, with others, to be 
brought before the Honourable Earl of Derby, to 
be examined in matters of religion. I, knowing 
this, by relation of divers of my friends, was di- 
versely affected ; my mother, and other my friends 
advertising me to fly, and to avoid the peril, which 
thing I had intended afore, after a week then next 
ensuing, if this in the meanwhile had not chanced ; 
seeing that if I were taken and would not recant 
in matters of religion (as they thought I would 
not ; and, as God strengthening and assisting me 
with his Holy Spirit, I never will) ; it would not only 
have put them to great sorrow, heaviness and 
losses, with costs and charges, to their shame and 
rebuke in this world ; but also mine ownself, after 
troubles and painful imprisonment, unto shameful 
death. 

This considered, they advised me to depart and 
fly the country, as I had intended to have done, if 
this had not happened, to whose counsel my weak 
flesh would gladly have consented, but my spirit 



did not folly agree ; thinking and saying thus to 
myself: that if I fled so away, it would be thought, 
reported, and said, that I did not only fly the 
countiy, but my nearest and dearest friends ; but 
much rather from Christ's holy word, according as 
their years past, I had with my heart, or at least 
with my outward living professed; and with my 
mouth and word taught, according to the small 
talent given me of the Lord. I being thus with 
their counsel and advice, and the cogitations and 
counsels of mine own mind, drawn as it were divers 
ways, I went from my mother's house, saying I 
would come again at evening. 

In the meantime I ceased not, by earnest prayer 
to ask counsel of God (who is the giver of all good 
gifts,) and of other my friends, whose godly judg- 
ments and knowledge I much trusted unto. After 
this I met with one of my said friends, on Dean 
moor, about sun going down ; and after we had 
consulted together of my business, not without 
hearty prayer, kneeling on our knees, we departed. 
I, not fully determining what to do, but taking my 
leave of my friend, said, I doubted not but God 
(according as our prayer and trust was) would give 
me such wisdom and counsel as should be most to 
his honour and glory, the profit of my neighbours 



and brethren in the world, and obtaining of mine 
eternal salvation by Christ, in heaven. 

This done, I returned to my mother's house 
again, where had been divers of Mr, Barton's ser- 
vants seeking after me, who, when they could not 
find me, straltly charged my brother, and William 
Marsh, to seek me that night, and to bring me to 
Smithills the next day: who, being so charged, 
were gone to seek me at Atherton, or elsewhere I 
know not. Thus intending afore to have been all 
night with my mother, but then considering that 
my tarrying there would disquiet her with her 
household, I departed from thence, and went be- 
yond Dean Church, and there tarried all night 
with an old Mend of mine, taking ill rest, and 
consulting much with myself of my troubles. 

So at my first awaking, one came to me from a 
faithful friend of mine, with letters, which I never 
read, nor yet looked on; who said this my friend's 
advice was, that I should in no wise fly, but abide, 
and boldly confess the faith of Jesus Christ; at 
whose words I was so confirmed and established 
in my conscience, that from thenceforth I con- 
sulted no more, whether it were better to fly or to 
tarry ; but was at a point with myself, that I would 
not fly, but go to Mr. Barton, who did seek for me, 



and there present myself, and patiently bear such 
cross as it should please God to lay upon my 
shoulders. Whereupon my mind and conscience, 
afore being much unquieted and troubled, was now 
merry and in quiet estate. 

So betimes in the morning I arose, and after I 
had said the English Litany, (as my custom was,) 
with other prayers, kneeling on my knees at my 
friend's bedside, I prepared myself to go towards 
Smithills; and as I was going thitherwards, I 
went into the houses of Henry Widdows, of my 
mother-in-law, of Ralph Yeton, and of the wife of 
Thomas Richardson, desiring them to pray for me, 
and have me commended to all my friends, and to 
comfort my mother, and be good to my little 
children : for, (as I supposed,) they should not see 
my face any more before the last day; and so took 
my leave of them, not without tears shed on both 
parts, and came to Smithills about nine of the 
clock, and presented myself afore Mr. Barton, who 
shewed me a letter from the Earl of Derby, where- 
in he was commanded to send me, with others, to 
Lathom. Whereupon he charged my brother and 
William Marsh, to bring and deliver me, the next 
day by ten of the clock, before the said earl, or 
his council. I made earnest suit, with other special 



friends, Which I had there at the same time, to Mr. 
Barton, that he would take some one of them, or 
them all, bound by recognizance, or otherwise, for 
mine appearing before the said Earl, or his said 
council; that my brother and William Marsh 
might be at. home, because it was the chiefest 
time of seeding, and their ploughs could not go if 
they were not at home; but nothing could be 
obtained. 

So we went to my mother's, and there I dined' 
and shifted part of my clothes, and so praying, 
took my leave of my mother, the wife of Richard 
Marsh, and both their households; they and I both 
weeping, and so departed from them, and went 
toward Lathom, and were all night a mile and a 
half on this side Lathom; so the next day, which 
was Wednesday, we arose, prayed, and came to 
Lathom betimes, and tarried there till four of the 
clock in the afternoon. 

Then was I called, by Roger Makinson, to my 
lord and his council, and so was brought into the 
chamber of presence, where were present Sir 
William Nores, Sir Pierce Alee, Master Sher- 
burne, the parson of Grappenhall, Master More, 
with others. 

Where, when I had tarried a little while, my 
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lord turned him towards me, and asked what was 
my name: I answered, Marsh. 

Then he asked, whether I was one of those that 
sowed evil seed and dissension among the people ; 
which thing I denied, desiring to know mine accu- 
sers, and what could be laid against me ; but that I 
could not know. 

Then, said he, he would with his council exa- 
mine me themselves : and asked me whether I was 
a priest. I said, no. Then he asked me what 
had been my living. I answered, I was a minister, 
served a cure, and taught a school. Then, said 
my lord to his council, this is a wonderful thing: 
afore he said he was no priest, and now he con- 
fesseth himself to be one. I answered, by the 
laws now used in this realm, (as far as I do know,) 
I am none. 

Then they asked me who gave me Orders, or 
whether I had taken any at all. I answered, I 
had received Orders from the Bishop of London 
and Lincoln. 

Then said they, one to another, those be of these 
new heretics; and asked me what acquaintance I 
had with them? I answered, I never saw them 
but at the time when I received Orders. 

They asked me how long I had been curate, and 
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whether I ministered with a good consience: t 
answered, I had been curate but one year, and had 
ministered with a good conscience, I thanked God ? 
and if the laws of the realm would have suffered 
me, I would have ministered still; and if the laws 
at any time hereafter would suffer me to minister* 
after that sort, I would minister again. Whereat 
they murmured, and the Parson of Grappenhall 
said, this last communion was the most devilish 
thing that ever was devised ; then they asked me 
what my belief was ; I answered, I believed in 
Godj the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
according as the Scriptures of the old and new 
Testaments do teach, and according as the foui* 
symbols, or creeds, that is, to wit, the creed com- 
monly called Apostolorum, the creed of Nice 
council, of Athanasius, and of Austin, and Ambrose, 
do teach. And, after a few words, the Parson of 
Grappenhall said, but what is thy belief in the 
Sacrament of the altar: I answered, I believed 
that whosoever, according to Christ's institution, 
did receive the holy sacrament of Christ's body 
and blood, did eat and drink Christ's body and 
blood, with all the benefits of his death and resur* 
rection, to their eternal salvation; for Christ, (said 

I,) is ever present with his sacrament Then 
d 2 
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asked they me, whether the bread and wine, by 
the virtue of the words pronounced by the priest, 
were changed into the flesh and blood of Christ ; 
and that the sacrament, whether it were 
received or reserved, was the very body of Christ. 
Whereunto I made answer, I knew no further 
than I had shewed already. For my knowledge is 
imperfect, said I; desiring them not to ask me 
such hard and unprofitable questions, whereby to 
bring my body into danger of death, and to suck 
my blood. Whereat they were not a little offended, 
saying, they were no blood suckers, and intended 
nothing to me but to make me a good christian. 

So after many other questions, which I avoided 
as well as I could, remembering the saying of 
Paul, foolish and unlearned questions avoid, 
knowing that they do but engender strife; my 
lord commanded me to come to the board, and 
gave me pen and ink in my hand, and commanded 
me to write mine answers to the questions of 
the sacrament above named; and I wrote as I 
had answered before. Whereat, he, being much 
offended, commanded me to write a direct answer, 
saying, I should not chuse but do it. Then I took 
the pen, and wrote that further I knew not; 
whereat, he being sore grieved, after many 
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threatenings, said, I should be put to a shameful 
death like a traitor, with such other like words; 
and sometimes giving me fair words, saving, if I 
would turn, and be conformable as others were, 
how glad he would be. 

In conclusion, after much ado, he commanded 
me to ward, in a cold, windy, stone-house, where 
was little room; where I lay two nights without 
any bed, saving a few great canvass tent cloths, a 
pair of sheets, but no woollen clothes; and so con- 
tinued until Palm Sunday, occupying myself as 
well as I could, in meditation, prayer, and study; 
for no man could be suffered to come to me but 
my keeper, twice a day, when he brought me meat 
and drink." 

CHAPTER II. 

SECOND EXAMINATION BEFORE THE EARL OF DERBY, 

&C. 

" On Palm Sunday, after dinner, I was sent for, 
to my lord and his council, (saving Sir William 
Nores and Sir Pierce Alee, were not then present 
in place,) amongst whom was Sir John Beram, and 
the Vicar of Prescot. So they examined me yet 
once again of the sacrament; and after I had com- 
muned apart with the Vicar of Prescot, a good 
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space, concerning that matter, he returned to my 
lord and his council, with me, saying, that answer 
which I had made before, and then did make, (as 
it is above written,) was sufficient for a beginner, 
and as one which did not profess a perfect know- 
ledge in that matter, until such time as I had 
learned further. Wherewith the Earl was very 
well pleased: saying, he doubted not but by the 
means and help of the Vicar of Prescot, I would 
be conformable in other things. So after many 
(air words he commanded I should have a bed, 
with fire, and liberty to go amongst his servants, 
so that I would do no harm with my communi- 
cation amongst them. 

And so, after much other communication, I 
departed, much more troubled in my spirit than 
afore; because I had not with more boldness con- 
fessed Christ, but in such sort as mine adversaries 
thereby thought they should prevail against me; 

feat I was much grieved: for hitherto I went 

■;it as much as in me lay, to rid myself out of 
their hands, if by any means, without open denying 
of Christ and his word, that could be done. 

This considered, I cried more earnestly unto 
Cud, by prayer, desiring him to strengthen me 
frith his Holy Spirit, with boldness to confess 
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him, and to deliver me from their enticing words; 
and that I were not spoiled through their philoso- 
phy and deceitful vanity, after the traditions of 
men and ordinances of the world, and not after 
Christ. 

And so, after a day or two, I was sent for to the 
Vicar of Prescot, and Parson of Grappenhall, where 
our most communication was concerning the mass: 
and he asked me what offended me in the mass? 
I answered, the whole mass did offend me : first, 
because it was in a strange language, whereby the 
people were not edified; contrary to Saint Paul's 
doctrine, 1 Cor. xiv., and because of the manifold 
and intolerable abuses and errors contained there* 
in: contrary to Christ's priesthood and sacrifice. 

Then they asked me in what place thereof, and 
I named certain places ; which places they went 
about with gentle and far-sought interpretations to 
mitigate : saying those places were understood far 
otherwise than the words did purport, or than I 
did take them. 

I answered, I did understand them as they did 
purport, and as their own books do comment and 
gloss upon them. 

They said Scwrificium or Oblatio, did not, in the 
mass, signify anything more than either a sacri- 
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fice of praise and thanksgiving, or else a memorial 
of a sacrifice or oblation. So they caused a mass- 
book to be sent for, and shewed me where in some 
places of the mass was written Sacriftcium laudis ; 
whereto I answered, that it followed not therefore 
that in all places it signified a sacrifice or obla- 
tion of praise or thanksgiving; and although it 
did, yet was not a sacrifice of praise or thanksgiv- 
ing to be offered for the sins of the people, for 
that did Christ by his own passion once offer on 
the cross ; where the words of the mass were, that 
the priest did offer an oblation and sacrifice for 
the sins and offences, both of himself and of the 
people, for them that were dead, and for the 
salvation of the living; and that the commixtion of 
the body and blood of Christ, was health of body 
and soul. 

The Vicar answered, that was to be understood 
of the commixtion of Christ's body and blood with 
his church or people. So after much exhortation 
unto me that I should be conformable to the true 
catholic church, (which, as the meant, was the 
Hoinish church) I departed, not consenting unto 
them. 

So within a day or two, came to me, Master 
fore, bringing with him certain articles, where- 
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unto Dr. Crome had consented and subscribed, in 
the presence of certain witnesses, in the days of 
King Henry the Eighth, and willed me to read 
them over ; and asked me whether I would con- 
sent and subscribe unto these articles ; and after 
communication had of one or two of the said 
articles, I confessed plainly I would in no wise 
consent and subscribe to these articles : for then 
I did against my own conscience ; and so he de- 
parted. 

So within a short space after, which was on 
Shire Thursday, the said Parson and Vicar sent for 
me again : saying, my lord would be at a short point 
with me ; for if I would not consent and subscribe 
unto four articles, drawn out of the articles afore- 
said, I must go to prison straightways. 

The first was: whether the mass now used in 
the church of England was according to Christ's 
institution, and with faith, reverence, and devotion, 
to be heard and seen ? 

The second: whether the Almighty, by the 
words pronounced by the priest, did change the 
bread and wine, after the words of consecration, 
into the body and blood of Christ, whether it were 
received or reserved? 

Thirdly : whether the lay people ought to re- 
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ceive, but under the form of bread only, and that 
the one kind was sufficient for them ? 

Fourthly: whether confession to the priest, now 
used in England, were godly and necessary ? 

These four questions, or articles they delivered 
me in writing, and bade me go to my chamber 
and subscribe my answers with my own hand, and 
come again. So within one half hour I came to 
them again, and delivered them the questions, with 
mine answers. The first I denied. The second I 
answered as I did to my lord afore, and as is above 
written. To the third I answered : that the lay 
people, by Christ's institution, ought to receive 
under both kinds, and that it sufnceth not them 
to receive under one kind only. Fourthly : that 
through confession auricular, were a commodious 
mean to instruct the rude people, yet it was not 
necessary nor commanded of God. 

They much exhorted me then to leave mine 
opinions; saying, I was much deceived, under- 
standing the scripture amiss, and much counselled 
me to follow the Catholic church of Christ, and to 
do as others did. I answered, my faith in Christ 
conceived by his Jioly word, I neither could nor 
would deny, alter, or change, for any living crea- 
ture whatsoever he were; desiring them to speak 
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to my lord, that during my life and imprisonment 
my poor friends might be suffered to relieve me 
with necessary things according to their power. 
And so after much exhortation from them, to do 
and believe as the Catholic church did, we de- 
parted; I from thenceforth continuing in the 
porter's ward, not coming forth of my chamber, 
saving at noon and night, while X dined and 
supped. Upon one of the Easter holidays, Mas- 
ter Sherburne and Master More sent for me, 
persuading me much to leave mine opinions; 
saying, all the bringers up, and favourers of that 
religion had evil luck, and were either put to 
death or in prison, and in danger of life. Again : 
the favourers of the religion now used had won- 
drous good luck and prosperity in all things; 
with many other worldly reasons of man's wisdom; 
but as for the scriptures, M. Sherburne confessed 
himself ignorant. I answered, that I believed 
and leaned only to the Scriptures, not judging 
things by prosperity or adversity; but they earnest- 
ly advised me to refuse mine opinions, and not to 
let for any worldly shame. 

I answered, that that which I did, I did not 
for the avoiding any worldly shame ; saying, my 
soul and life were dearer to me than the avoiding 
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of any worldly shame : neither yet did I it for any 
vain praise of the world, but in the reverend fear 
of God. Then Mr. More questioned with me of 
receiving the sacrament under the one kind. I 
said, Christ's institution was plain : that all men 
should drink of the cup. Then he told me of 
Luke c. 24. and Acts c. 20, where was but men- 
tion of breaking bread only : whereof he gathered, 
that they received the sacrament but under one 
kind. That I denied, saying : those places either 
did not speak of the celebration of the Lords sup- 
per, or else under the name of breaking bread was 
signified and meant the receiving of the sacrament 
both of the body and blood of Christ, according to 
his institution. So after much communication of that 
matter, M. Sherburne said : it was great pity that 
I being a well favoured young man, and one that 
might have good living, and do good, would so 
foolishly cast myself away, sticking so hard to such 
foolish opinions. I answered as afore I had 
done to my lord and his council : that my life, 
mother, children, brethren, sisters and friends, 
with other delights of life, were as dear and sweet 
unto me as unto any other man ; and that I would 
be as loth to lose them as any other would, if I 
might hold them with good conscience, and with- 
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out the ignominy of Christ ; and seeing I could 
not do that, my trust was, that God would 
strengthen me with his Holy Spirit to lose them 
all for his sake ; for I take myself (said I) for a 
sheep appointed to be slain, patiently to suffer 
what cross soever it shall please my merciful Fa- 
ther to lay on me. And so after I had desired 
them that if I were committed to prison, my 
friends might be suffered to relieve me, they de- 
parted. 

Mr. More, after this, brought unto me a book 
of one Alphonsus, a Spanish friar: of all heresies 
wherewith the church of Rome, which he called 
Christ's true church, had been troubled since 
Christ's time ; willing me to read and take counsel 
of that book, and appointed me a place where 
this author did write against them that say the lay 
people ought to receive under both kinds. This 
author, I perceived, did vehemently write against 
Luther, Melancthon, Pelican, and other Germans 
of this own time ; in all points defending the blas- 
phemous abuses and enormities of the Romish 
church; condemning as detestable heresies what- 
soever was written, taught, or believed, contrary 
to the same ; using for his strongest and surest 
arguments the consent, agreement, and determina- 
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tion of the Komish church. So within a few days 
Mr. More came again, asking how I liked the 
book. I said, the author of the book did, in all 
points, being a papist, allow the rights and abuses 
of the Bomish church; and shewed him further, 
that this author; without authority, and contrary 
both to the Scriptures and the old doctors, did 
condemn for heresy tine lay people receiving of 
this sacrament under both kinds; whereas this 
author witnesseth his ownself, Christ's church, 
nine hundred years after Christ, used the contrary- 
So, in conclusion, he rebuked me ; saying, I was 
unlearned, and erred from the Catholic faith, stub- 
born, and stood altogether in my own conceit. I 
answered : for my learning, I acknowledge myself 
to know nothing but Jesus Christ: even Vrm that 
was crucified; and that my faith was grounded 
upon God's holy word only, and such as I doubted 
not pleased God, and as I would stand until the 
last day, God assisting me; and that I did not say 
or do anything either of stubbornness, self-wilful- 
ness, vain glory, or any other worldly purpose: but 
with good conscience, and in the fear of God; 
and desired him to speak to my lord and his 
council, that I might find some gentleness and 
jaaercy at their hands. He made me short answer. 
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'Then, I said : I commit my cause unto God, who 
hath numbered the hairs of my head, and ap- 
pointed the days of my life : saying, I am sure God, 
which is a righteous Judge, would make inquisitions 
for my blood, according as he hath promised. Then 
he took his book from me and departed. 

I continued still until Low Sunday, and after 
dinner, my keeper, Richard Scot, came to me into 
my chamber, and told me that two young men 
were come to carry me to Lancaster, and so deliv- 
ered me unto them; a great company of my lord's 
servants and others accompanying and bringing 
me on the way, unto Richard Atherton's, and 
somewhat further counselling and persuading, like 
as is aforesaid. To whom I made answer: that, 
in plain matters of faith I would give place to no 
earthly creature. So they comforted me, and said 
that they were sorry for me: saying, if I knew 
mine opinion to be good, I did well ; and so they 
departed, willing my bringers to entreat me 
honestly. 

My bringers, by the way, shewed me they were 
willed and advised to bind me, and that they desired 
first to see me; and after they had looked on me 
sitting at dinner they answered, they would take 
charge of me being loose : for they said I seemed 
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to be an honest man. The first night we were all 
night at Broughton, and the second day. we came 
to Lancaster, betimes at afternoon; and so they 
kept me all night with them, of their gentleness, 
and on the morrow delivered me to the gaoler, 
who brought me into the highest prison." 

CHAPTER III. 
GEORGE MARSH EXAMINED AT THE SESSIONS. 

On the day of sessions, George Marsh was 
brought into the court, with other prisoners, and 
there made to hold up his hands with the male- 
factors; after which a conference ensued between 
the Earl of Derby and this meek disciple of the 
lowly Jesus ; which he thus records : — 

" I said, to my lord, I had not dwelled in the 
country these three or four years past, and came 
home but lately to visit my mother, children, and 
other my friends ; and thought to have departed 
out of the country before Easter then next, and 
to have gone out of the realm. Wherefore I 
trusted, seeing nothing could be laid against me, 
wherein I had offended against the laws of this 
realm, his lordship could not with captious ques- 
tions examine me, to bring my body into danger 
of death, to the great discomfort of my mother; 
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but suffer me to avoid peaceably, seeing I might 
have fled out of the country, and yet of my own 
will came to his lordship. He said to his council 
he had heard tell of me above, at London, and 
asked me into what land I would have gone. 
I answered, I would have gone either into Al- 
maine or Denmark. He said to his council, in 
Denmark they used such heresy as they have done 
in England; but m for Almaine, he said the em* 
peror had destroyed them. So, after such like 
words, I said to him, my trust was that his lord- 
ship, being of the honourable council of the late 
King Edward, consenting, and agreeing to acts 
concerning faith toward God and religion, under 
great pain, would not so soon after consent to put 
poor men to shameful death, as he had threatened 
me with, embracing the same with so good a con- 
science: he answered, that he, with the Lord 
Windsor and Lord Dacres, with one more, whose 
name I have forgotten, did not consent to those 
acts, and that the names of them four would be to 
be seen, as long as the parliament house stood. 
Then my lord did rehearse the evil luck of the 
Dukes of Northumberland and Suffolk, with others, 
because they favoured not the true religion ; and 
again, the good hap and prosperity of the Queen's 
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Highness, because she favoured the true religion ; 
thereby gathering the one to be good, and of God, 
and the other to be wicked, and of the devil ; and 
said that the Duke of Northumberland confessed 
so plainly." 

GEORGE MARSH'S REASON FOR WRITING: — 

"Forasmuch as not only when I was at Lathom, 
but also since I departed thence, I hear that there 
be divers and sundry reports and opinions of the 
cause of mine imprisonment, both at Lathom and 
at Lancaster, (as by credible persons I am in- 
formed;) some saying it was only because I would 
not do open penance, and some because I could 
not agree with my lord and his council concerning 
the sacrament of Christ's body and blood, and the 
manner of Christ's presence there; some because 
I would not grant it sufficient, and according to 
Christ's institution, the lay people to receive the 
said sacrament under the one kind only : I thought 
it good, dearly beloved in Christ, and my bounden 
duty, to certify you by mine own hand-writing, of 
mine examination and handling at Lathom, and 
to tell you the truth as near as I could, to quiet 
your mind in this behalf; and therefore I have 
here written with mine own hand the certainty of 
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those things, as near as I could, not omitting any- 
thing at all concerning religion, whereof they did 
examine me; howbeit, I perceive in somethings, I 
keep not the same order in writing, that thing 
which was asked by them, and answered by me, 
afore or after, as it was in very deed in all points, 
saving this, telling the truth as near as I can; 
desiring you to accept in good worth this my good 
will, and to pray for me, and all them that be in 
bonds, that God would assist us with his Holy 
Spirit ; and that we may with boldness confess his 
holy name, and that Christ may be magnified in 
our bodies; that we may stand full and perfect in 
all the will of God : to whom be honour and glory, 
world without end: Amen." 

He adds, "While I was in ward at Lathom, 
divers, at sundry times, came to me. Some said 
unto me, that all my fellows had recanted and 
were gone home; whereas, indeed, that was not so, 
for I saw divers of them, divers times afterward. 
Others said that it was reported, amongst my 
lord's household, that I had consented and agreed 
in all things with my lord and his council. 

Furthermore, while I was at Lancaster, at this 
session, many came tome to talk with me; some of 

good will towards me, but without knowledge, gave 

e 2 
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me such like counsel as Peter gave Christ, as he 
went up to Jerusalem, when he took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, 'Master, favour 
thyself, this thing shall not be unto thee:' but I an- 
swered, with Christ's sharp answer unto Peter again, 
who turned about and said unto Peter, • Get thee 
behind me, Satan;' and perceiving that they were 
an hindrance to me, and that they savoured not 
the things which are of God, but the things that are 
of men; I made them plain answer, that I neither 
could, nor would, follow their counsel; but that, by 
God's grace, I would both live and die with a pure 
conscience, and according as I had hitherto be- 
lieved and professed. For we ought in no wise to 
flatter and bear with them, though they love us 
never so well, which go about to pluck us away 
from the obedience that we owe unto God\ and to 
his word; but, after Christ's example, sharply -to- 
rebuke them for their counsel. 

Some others, yea even strangers, also came to me, 
far unlike to these ; who, after sober communication 
had consented with me in all things, lamenting 
much my troublous estate, giving me comfortable 
words, and some money too, and resorted to me 
oftentimes, for the space of two, three, or four 
days. There came also many priests to me, by 
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two, three, four, five, or six at once, whose mouths 
it was a thing easy enough to stop; for the priests, 
(which is much to be lamented,) be not always the 
greatest clerks, and best learned in the law of 
God : at their departing they either consented with 
.me, or else, had nothing to say against me, saying 
they could find no fault with my words. My com- 
munication with them was about the sacrament. 
There came also into the prison, to me, Mr. 
Westley, Mr. Ashton of Hill, Mr. Ashton of 
Chatterton, and many more, both gentlemen and 
others, to my great comfort; unto whom I had 
good occasion to utter a great part of my con- 
science, for God so strengthened me with his 
spirit of boldness, according to my humble request 
and prayer before, (everlasting thanks be given to 
him therefore,) that I was nothing afraid to speak 
to* any that came to me, no, not even to the judges 
themselves, before whom I was thrice arraigned at 
the bar, amongst the thieves, with irons on my 
feet, and put up my hand as others did; but yet 
with boldness I spake unto them, so long as they 
would hear me. 

They also sent for me the fourth time into their 
chamber, where amongst other things they laid it 
straitly to my charge, that I had reported, that I 
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knew a whole mass of good gentlemen in Lancas- 
hire of mine opinions, and straitly charged mc 
upon pain of allegiance to the Queen's grace, to 
shew who they were. But I denied that I had 
spoken any such thing (as it was indeed a false, 
forged lie of some wicked wretches) ; after that, 
they threatened and rebuked me, for my preach- 
ing to the people out of the prison, as they called 
it, and for my praying and reading so loud, that 
the people in the streets might hear. The truth 
is, I and my prison fellow Warburton, every day, 
kneeling on our knees, did read morning and 
evening prayers, with the English Litany, every 
day twice, both before noon and after, with other 
prayers more; and also read every" day certain 
chapters of the Bible, commonly towards night : 
and we read also these things with so high and 
loud a voice, that the people without in the streets 
might hear us; and would oftentimes, namely, in 
the evenings, come and sit down in our sight 
under the windows, and hear us read, wherewith 
others being offended, complained." 

CHAPTEB IV. 
• THE BISHOP OF OHESTBB AT LANCASTER 

" After this, the Bishop coming to Lancaster, 
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did there set up and confirm all blasphemous idol- 
atry, as holy water, casting, procession, gadding 
matins, mumbling, mass hearing, idols upsetting, 
with such heathenish rites forbidden by God ; but 
no gospel preaching, which Christ, God's Son, so 
earnestly commanded. He was informed of me, 
and willed to send for me and examine me. 
Which thing he refused to do : saying, he would 
have nothing to do with heretics so hastily. So 
hasty in judgment, and calling men heretics, are 
the Bishops in their lordly dignities, afore they 
hear or see what is to be amended or condemned : 
contrary to the express commandments of God's 
word, which saith, ' condemn no man before thou 
hast tried out the truth of the matter; and when 
thou hast made inquisition, then reform right- 
eously. Give no sentence before thou hast heard 
the cause, but first let men tell out their tale; and 
he that giveth sentence in a matter before he 
heareth it, is a fool and worthy to be confounded.' 
And instead of his liberality towards me, poor 
prisoner, he sent for the gaoler, and rebuked him, 
because he suffered me to fare so well, willing him 
to have me more strictly kept and dieted ; but if 
his lordship were tabled but one week with me, I 
do think he would judge our fare to be slender 
enough 
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Also he, and his chaplains and chancellor, did 
find fault with the schoolmaster and others, for 
speaking to me, as to a most heinous heretic; and 
also with the gaoler for suffering them. Such is 
the mercy that those religious fathers shew to 
the friendless and comfortless in their adversities. 
If we know the tree by its fruits (as Christ saith,) 
no man can judge such for any other, but for very 
enemies to Christ and his true religion: God lay 
it never to their charge, but forgive them, and 
turn their hard hearts, if it be his will. 

But it is no new thing for the Bishops to perse- 
cute the truth, and the prophets of the Lord, for 
their constancy in preaching the true faith : for so 
did their Pharisaical forefathers, if ye mark well 
the histories of the Holy Bible. Pashur was the 
head Bishop of the temple; the ringleader of the 
false prophets; the chief heretic taker ; that is as 
much as to say, the out-thruster of true godliness. 
After that the dignity of the priesthood was given 
him, he abused it; for he taught not, neither 
reproved by the word, but terrified the godly with 
eruelty . He not only struck, but also imprisoned, 
the holy prophet Jeremiah, though he withstood 
him not, but presently looked for the help of God, 
steadfastly preaching the truth of God. What 
hief the ungracious Bishop wrought among the 
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Jews, destroying all godliness, and setting up 
abominable idolatrous laws, ye may read in the 
fourth chapter of the second book of Maccabees. 
How the execrable and blind Bishops, Annas and 
Caiaphas, which never spake the truth of God 
themselves, unless it were against their wills, un- 
wittingly to their utter destruction, how (I say) 
they pressed the truth in Christ and his apostles, 
is so well known that I need not rehearse it." 

CHAPTER V. 
OEORGE MARSH AT CHESTER. 

A short time after this, George Marsh was sent 
from Lancaster to Chester, where the Bishop then 
was, who sent for him to appear before him in his 
hall. At this interview no other person was pre- 
sent. The Bishop asked him certain questions 
concerning the sacrament of the Lord's supper, 
and seemed to be content with the answers he 
gave, exeept that he utterly denied Transubstan- 
tiation ; and did not allow the abuse of the mass, nor 
that the laity should receive under one kind only, 
which he affirmed to be contrary to Christ's insti- 
tution; in which points the Bishop endeavoured 
to persuade him, but without success. 

Much other talk had the Bishop with him, to 
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move him to submit himself to the universal 
church of Rome, and when he saw he could not at 
all prevail, he sent him to prison again: and after 
being there, one Massey, a fatherly old man, one 
Wrench, the schoolmaster, Henshaw, the Bishops 
chaplain, with many more, came to him divers 
times; who, with all probability of words and 
philosophy, worldly wisdom, and deceitful vanity, 
after the tradition of men, and the beggarly ordi- 
nances and laws of the world, but not after Christ, 
(as it were all in the same time,) went about to 
persuade him to submit himself to the church 
of Borne, and to acknowledge the Pope to be 
head thereof, and to interpret the scriptures none 
otherwise than the church did, with many such 
like arguments and persuasions of fleshly wisdom. 
To all of whom he answered : that he did acknow- 
ledge and believe, (though much be mingled there 
with,) one holy catholic and apostolic church, out 
of which there is no salvation; and that this 
church is but one, because it ever hath, doth, and 
shall confess and believe one only God, and him 
only worship; and one only Messiah, and him only 
trust for salvation; which church also is ruled and 
led by one spirit, one word, and one faith; and 
that this church is universal and catholic, because 



33 

it ever hath been since the world's beginning, is, 
and shall endure to the world's end ; and compre- 
hending within it, all nations, kindreds, and 
languages, degrees, states, and conditions of men ; 
and that this church is built only upon the found- 
ation of the prophets and apostles, Jesus Christ 
himself being the head corner stone; and not upon 
the Romish laws and decrees, the Bishop of Rome 
being the supreme head. And where they said the 
church did stand in ordinary succession of Bishops, 
being ruled by general councils, holy fathers, 
the laws of holy church, and so had continued 
for the space of fifteen hundred years and more ; 
he answered, that the holy church, which is the 
body of Christ, and therefore most worthy to be 
called holy, was, before any succession of Bishops, 
general councils, or Romish decrees, neither yet 
was bound to any time or place, ordinary succes- 
sion, general councils, or traditions of fathers, 
either had any supremacy over empires and king- 
doms; but that it was a little, poor, silly flock, 
dispersed and scattered abroad, as sheep without a 
shepherd in the midst of wolves, or as a flock of 
orphans and fatherless children; and that this 
church was led and ruled by the only laws, counsel 
and word of Christ, he being the supreme head of 
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this church, and assisting, succouring, and defend- 
ing her from all assaults, errors, troubles, and per- 
secutions, wherewith she is ever compassed about. 
He shewed and proved also to them, by the 
flood in the days of Noah, the destruction of 
Sodom, the Israelites departing out of Egypt, by 
the parable, of the sower, of the marriage of the 
king's son, of the great supper, and other plain 
sentences of scripture, that this church was of no 
estimation in comparison of the church of hypo- 
crites and wicked worldlings. 

He was thrust at with all violence of craft and 
subtilty, but yet the Lord upheld and delivered 
him. Everlasting thanks be to that merciful and 
faithful Lord, who suffereth us not to be tempted 
above our might, but in the midst of our troubles 
strengtheneth us with his most Holy Spirit of 
comfort and patience; and giveth us a mouth and 
wisdom how and what to speak, whereagainst all 
his adversaries were not able to resist. 

CHAPTER VI. 
HE APPEARS A SECOND TIME BEFORE THE BISHOP. 

After the Bishop had taken his wicked pleasure 
in punishing this his prisoner, by. reviling him, 
giving taunts, and the odious name of heretic, he 
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caused him to be brought forth into a chapel in the 
cathedral church of Chester, called our Lady 
Chapel, before himself the said Bishop, at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, who was there seated in 
a chair placed there for the purpose; and Fulk 
Dutton, mayor of the said city, Dr. Wall, and other 
priests assisting him, sitting not fax from the 
Bishop, but on lower seats, George Wenslow, 
chancellor, and one John Getham, registrar, sat 
directly over against the said Bishop. 

Then they caused George Marsh to take an oath 
upon a book, to answer truly such articles as should 
be objected against him. Upon which oath taken, 
the chancellor laid unto his charge, that he had 
preached and openly published most heretically 
and blasphemously, within the parish of Dean, 
Eccles, Bolton, and Bury, and many other parishes 
within the Bishops diocese, in the months of 
January and February, or some other time of the 
year last, preceding, directly against the Pope's 
authority and catholic church of Borne, the 
blessed mass, the sacrament of the altar, and many 
other articles. To all which he answered : that 
he neither heretically or blasphemously preached 
or spake against any of the said articles, but 
simply, and truly, as occasion served, and (as it 
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were thereunto forced by his conscience,) main- 
tained the truth touching the said articles, as, 
(said he,) you all who are now present did acknow- 
ledge the same, in the time of the late king 
Edward the Sixth 

Then they examined him separately, on every 
article, and bade him answer directly, yea or nay, 
without circumstance, for they were come to ex- 
amine, and not to dispute at that time. 

Then he answered to every article, very modest- 
ly, according to the doctrine by public authority 
received, and taught in this realm at the death of 
the said King Edward, which answers were every 
one written and noted down by the registrar, to the 
utmost that could make against him; after this, 
the court for that time brake up, and he was taken 
to prison again. 

CHAPTER VII. 
HIS FINAL APPEARANCE BEFORE THE BISHOP. 

Within three weeks, or thereabouts, in the said 
chapel, and in like manner as before, the Bishop, 
and others before mentioned, being assembled, 
George Marsh was brought, by the keeper and 
others, with bills and divers weapons, before them, 
where first the said chancellor, by way of oration, 
declared unto the people present the said Bishop's 
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charge and fervent charity, who, even like as a 
good shepherd doth see to his flock, that none of 
his sheep have any disease for infecting other 
sheep that are clean, but will save and cure the 
said diseased sheep; so his lordship had sent for 
the said G. Marsh there present as a diseased 
sheep, and had weeded him out for corrupting 
others, and had done what he could in shewing 
his charitable disposition towards the said Marsh, 
to reduce him from his haughty heresies; but all 
that he could do would not help, so that he was 
now determined, if the said Marsh would not 
relent and abjure, to pronounce and give sentence 
definitive against him. Wherefore, he bade the 
said George Marsh to be now well advised what 
he would do, for it stood upon his life : and if he 
would not at that present forsake his heretical 
opinions, it would be, (after the sentence given,) 
too late, though he should never so heartily desire 
it. 

Then the said chancellor first asked him, 
whether he were not one of the Bishop's diocese? 
To the which he answered, that he knew not how 
large his diocese was* for his continuance was at 
Cambridge. But then they replied, and asked, 
whether he had not lately been at Dean parish, in 
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Lancashire, and there abode? And he answered, 
yea. 

Then the chancellor read all his former answers 
that he made in that place, at his former examin- 
ation, and at every one he asked him whether he 
would stick to the same, or no? To the which he 
answered again, yea, yea. 

" How say ye then to this?" saith the chancel- 
lor. "In your last examination, amongst many 
other damnable heresies, you said that the church 
and doctrine taught and set forth in King 
Edward's- time, was the true church, and that the 
church of Rome is not the true and catholic 
chureh." 

"I so said, indeed," replied Marsh, "and I 
believe it to be true." Here also others took oc- 
casion to ask him, (since he denied the Bishop of 
Rome's authority in England,) "Whether Linus, 
Anacletus, and Clement, that were Bishops of 
Rome, were not good men?" and he answered, 
"yes, and divers others: but," (said he,) "they 
claimed no more authority in England than the 
Bishop of Canterbury does at Rome ; and I strive 
not," saith he, "with the place, neither speak I 
against the person of the Bishop of Rome, hut 
against doctrine, which in most points is repug- 
nant to the doctrine of Christ." 
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"Thou art an arrogant fellow indeed then," said 
the Bishop. " In what article is the doctrine of 
Rome repugnant to the doctrine of Christ?" 

To whom George Marsh replied, "Oh, my lord, 
I pray you judge not so of me; I stand now upon 
the point of my life, or my death, and a man in 
my case hath no cause to be arrogant, neither am 
I ; God is my record. And as concerning the dis- 
agreement of the doctrine, among many other 
things, the church of Rome erreth in the sacra- 
ment. For where Christ, in the institution 
thereof, did as well deliver the cup, as the bread, 
saying, 'drink ye all of this; 1 and Mark relates 
that they did drink of it: in like manner Saint 
Paul delivered it to the Corinthians: and in the 
same sort also was it used in the primitive church 
for the space of many hundreds of years. Now 
the church of Rome takes away one part of the 
sacrament from the laity. Wherefore, if I could 
be persuaded in my conscience, by God's word, 
that it were well done, I could gladly yield in this 
point." 

Then said the Bishop, non disputandum est cum 
heretico, that is, there is no disputing with an heretic. 
And therefore, when all his answers were read, he 
asked him whether he would stand to the same; 
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being as they were, said he, full of heresy; or else 
forsake them, and come unto the catholic church. 

To whom he made this full answer, and said, 
that he had no heretical opinion, but utterly ab- 
horred all kind of heresy, although they most 
untruly so did slander him. And he desired all 
the people present to bear him witness, (if here- 
after any should slander him, and say that he held 
any grievous heresy,) that in all articles of religion, 
he held none other opinion than was by law most 
godly established, and publicly taught in England, 
at the death of King Edward the Sixth; and in 
the same pure religion and doctrine he would, by 
God's grace, stand, live, and die. And here the 
chancellor spake to one Leach, which stood near 
unto Marsh, and bade him stand farther from him, 
for his presence did him no good. 

This being done, the Bishop took a writing out 
of his bosom, and began to read the sentence of 
condemnation: but when the Bishop had read 
almost half thereof, the chancellor called to him, 
and said, " good my lord, stay, stay ; for if ye proceed 
any further it will be too late to recall it," and so 
the Bishop staid. Then his popish priests, and 
many other ignorant people, called upon Marsh, 
with many earnest words, to recant; and amongst 
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ethers one Pulleyn, a shoemaker, said to him, 
"For shame, man, remember thyself, and recant." 
They bade him kneel down and pray, and they 
would pray for him ; so they kneeled down, and he 
desired them to pray for him, and he would pray 
for them. 

Then the Bishop asked him again, whether he' 
would not have the Queen's mercy in time; and 
he answered, that he heartily desired the same, 
and loved her grace as faithfully as any of them ; 
but yet he durst not deny his Saviour Christ, fof 
losing his mercy everlasting, and so win everlast- 
ing death. 

Then the Bishop put his spectacles again upon 
his nose, and read forward his sentence about five 
or six lines, and there again the chancellor, with a 
wheedling and smiling face, called to the Bishop, 
and said, " Yet, good my lord, once again stay, for 
if that word be spoken, all is past; no relenting 
will then serve :" and the Bishop, (pulling off his 
spectacles,) said, "I would stay, if it would be." 

"How sayest thou," saith he, "will thou re- 
cant?" Many of the priests and ignorant people 
bade him do so, and call to God for grace ; and 
pulled him by the sleeve, and bade him recant and 

save his life. To whom he answered : " I would 
f 2 
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as fain live as you, if in so doing I should not deny 
my master, Christ ; and again, he should deny me 
before his Father in heaven." 

So the Bishop read out his sentence unto the 
end, and straightly afterwards said to him, " Now 
will I no more pray for thee than I will for a dog." 
But Marsh answered that, notwithstanding, he 
would pray for his lordship: and after this the 
Bishop delivered him unto the sheriffs of the city.. 
Then his late keeper, with tears, said, "farewell, 
good George," which caused the officers to carry 
him to a prison at the North Gate, where he was 
very closely kept until the time he went to hi» 
death, during which time he had small comfort, or 
relief, from any worldly creature ; for being in the 
dungeon, or dark prison, none that wished him 
good could speak to him, or at least durst attempt 
to do so, for fear of accusation ; and some of the 
citizens which loved him in God, for the gospel's 
sake, (whereof there were but few,) although they were 
never acquainted with him, would sometimes of an 
evening, at a hole upon the wall of the city, (that 
went into the said dark prison,) call to him, and 
ask him how he did. He would answer them most 
cheerfully, that he did well, and thanked God most 
highly, that he had vouchsafed of his mercy to- 
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make him a witness of his truth; and to suffer for 
the same, wherein he did most rejoice, beseeching 
him that he would give him grace, not to feint 
under his cross, but patiently bear the same, to his 
glory and the comfort of his church; with many 
other like godly sayings, at sundry times, as one 
that most desired to be with Christ; once or twice 
he had money cast in, at the same hole, to him, 
about tenpence at one time, and two shillings at 
another time : for which he gave God thanks, and 
used the same as he had need. 

chapter vin. 

HIS MARTYRDOM. 

When the day came, on which it was appointed 
that he should suffer, the sheriffs of the city, whose 
names were Amry and Cooper, with their officers, 
and a great number of poor simple barbers, with 
rusty bills and pole-axes, went to the North Gate, 
and there took out the said George Marsh, who 
eame with them most humbly and meekly, with a 
lock upon his feet. And as he went on his way 
towards the place of execution, some folks prof- 
fered him money and thought he would have gone 
with a little purse in his hand, (as felons were in 
the habit of doing, in that city, as they were led te 
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execution, to gather money to give to a priest to 
say trentals or masses for them after their death, 
whereby they might, as they thought, be saved;) 
but Marsh said, he would not be any more troubled 
with meddling with money, but wished some good 
men to take the money, if the people were dis- 
posed to give any, and to give it to the prisoners 
or poor people. So he went all the way to his 
death, with his book in his hand, looking on the 
same; and many of the people said, "this man 
goes not to his death as a thief, or as one that 
deserves to die." 

Now, when he came to the place of execution, 
without the city, near to Spittle Boughton, one 
Oowdrey, being then a deputy chamberlain of 
Chester, shewed Marsh a writing under a great 
seal, saying, that it was a pardon for him if he 
would recant. Whereat Marsh answered, that he 
would gladly accept the same, (and said further, 
that he loved the Queen,) but forasmuch as it 
tended to pluck him from God, he would not 
receive it upon that condition. 

After that, he began to speak to the people, 
shewing the cause of his death, and would have 
exhorted them to stick to Christ. Whereupon 
..one of the sheriffs said, " George Marsh, we must 
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have no sermoning now." To whom he replied, 
master, I cry you mercy ; and so, kneeling down, 
offered up a prayer, and then put off his clothes, 
even to his shirt, and then was he chained to a 
post, having a number of faggots under him, and 
a thing made like a firkin, filled with pitch and 
tar, over his head; and because the fire was un- 
skilfully made, and that the wind drove the same 
to and fro, he suffered great extremity in his death, 
which, notwithstanding, he endured very patiently. 
But this is further to be noted, that when he had 
been long time tormented in the fire without mov- 
ing, having his flesh so broiled and puffed up, that 
they which stood before him underneath could see 
the chain by which he was fastened, and there- 
fore supposed that he was certainly dead, yet, 
on a sudden, he spread abroad his arms, saying, 
" Father of heaven have mercy upon me," and so 
yielded his spirit into the hands of the Lord. 

Upon this, many people said that he was a 
martyr, and died marvellously, patiently, and 
godly, which caused the Bishop shortly after to 
preach a sermon in the cathedral, and therein 
affirmed that the said George Marsh was a heretic, 
find was now a fire-brand in hell. 

The just judgment of God shortly after fell 



46 

upon this same Bishop, who died under the com- 
nion suspicion of being affected with a loathsome 
disease, the reward and consequence of unchaste 
conduct; and thus the oppressed and the oppressor, 
who are both in the Lord's hands, were both sum- 
moned lb appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, How blessedly the grace and favour of 
God rests with his servants in times of trouble 
and trial, has been abundantly shewn in the exa- 
minations and sufferings of George Marsh; and 
will still further appear from a perusal of the 
following writings, composed during his imprison- 
ment. 

A PRATER OF GEORGE MARSH, WHICH HE USED 
DAILY. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who art the only Physician of 
wounded consciences, we, miserable sinners, trusting 
in thy gracious goodness, do briefly open unto thee 
the evil tree of our hearts, with all the root, boughs, 
leaves, and fruit, and with all the crooks, knots, and 
knowres, all which thou Jmowest:for thou thorough- 
ly perceivest as well the inward lusts, doubtmgs and 
denying thy providence, as those gross outward sins 
which we commit, inwardly and deadly. Where- 
fore we beseech thee according to the Utile measure 
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of our infirmity, although we be far unable and 
unapt to pray, that thou wouldest mercifully circum- 
cise our stony hearts; and in place of these old 
hearts, create new within us, and replenish us with 
a new spirit, and water us and moisten us with the 
juice of heavenly grace, and wells of spiritual waters, 
whereby the inward venom and noisome juice of the 
flesh may be dried up, and custom of the old man 
changed, and our heart always bringing forth thorns 
and briars to be burned with fire, from henceforth 
may bear spiritual fruits in righteousness and holi- 
ness unto life everlasting. Amen. 

Beloved, among other exercises, I do daily, on 
my knees, use this confession of sins, willing and 
exhorting you to do the same, and daily to 
acknowledge unfeignedly to God, your unbelief, 
TmfhflnVfiilnft flfl, and disobedience against him. 
This will ye do, if ye will diligently consider and 
behold yourself: first, in the pure glass of God's 
commandments, and there see your outward filthi- 
ness and uncleanness, and so learn to vanquish 
the same, that is, to wit, fall in hearty displeasure 
against sin, and thereby be provoked to long after 
Christ, for we truly are sinners ; but he is just, 
and the justiner of them that believe on him. If 
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we hunger and thirst for righteousness, let us 
resort unto his table, for he is a most liberal feast 
maker. He will set before us his own holy body, 
which is given to us to be our meat, and his pre- 
cious blood, which was shed for us, and for many, 
for the remission of sins, to be our drink. He 
biddeth, willeth, and calleth for guests who hunger 
and thirst; " Come," saith he, "all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you, cool, 
and ease you, and you shall find rest for your 
souls." 



LETTERS. 

LETTER I. 

TO THE READER, CONCERNING THE MATTER OF HIS 

EXAMINATION. 

Here have you, dearly beloved friends in Christ, 
the chief and principal articles of christian doc- 
trine briefly touched, which heretofore I have both 
believed, professed, and taught; and as yet do 
believe, profess, and teach, and am surely pur- 
posed, by God's grace, to continue in the same 
until the last day. I do lack both time, and oppor- 
tunity, to write out at large the probations, causes, 
parts, effects, and contraries or errors of these arti- 
cles, which, whoso desireth to know, let them read 
over the common places of the godly learned men, 
Philip Melancthon and Erasmus Sarcesius, whose 
judgment in these matters of religion I do chiefly 
follow and lean to. The Lord give us understand- 
ing in all things, and deliver us from this present 
evil world, according to his will and pleasure, and 
bring us again out of this hell of affliction, into 
which it hath pleased the merciful Lord to throw 
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us down; and deliver us out of the mouth of the 
lion and from all evil doing, and keep us unto his 
everlasting and heavenly kingdom. Amen. 

Though satan be suffered to sift us, as wheat, for 
a time, jet faileth not our faith through Christ's 
aid; but that we are at all times able and ready to 
confirm the faith of our weak brethren, and always 
ready to give an answer to every man that asketh 
us a reason of the hope that is in us, and that with 
meekness and reverence, having a good conscience; 
and whereas they backbite us as evil doers, they 
may be ashamed, forasmuch as they have falsely 
accused our good conversation in Christ. 

I thought myself, now of late years, for the cares 
of this life well settled, with my loving and faith- 
ful wife and children, and also well quieted in the 
peaceful possession of that pleasant Euphrates, I 
do confess it; but the Lord, who worketh all things 
for the best to them that love him, would not 
there leave me, but did take my dear and beloved 
wife from me, whose death was a painful cross to 
my flesh. Also, I thought myself, now of late, 
well placed under my most loving and most gentle 
Mr. Lawrence Sanders, in the cure of Langton ; 
but the Lord of his great mercy would not suffer 
me long there to continue, (although for the small 
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time I was in his vineyard I was not an idle work- 
man,) but he hath provided me, I perceive it, to 
taste of a far other cup ; for by violence hath he yet 
once again driven me out of that glorious Babylon, 
that I should not taste too much of her wanton 
pleasures, but with his most dearly beloved disci- 
ples to have my inward rejoicing in the cross of his 
Son Jesus Christ; the glory of whose church, I see 
it well, stands not in the harmonious sounds of 
bells and organs, nor yet in the glistening of 
mitres and copes, nor in the shining of gilt images 
and lights, (as the blind papists do judge it,) but 
in continual labours and daily afflictions, for his 
name's sake. 

God, at the present, here in England, hath his 
fan in his hand, and after his great harvest, where- 
into these years past he hath sent his labourers, is 
now sifting the corn from the chaff, and purging 
his floor, and ready to gather the wheat into his 
garner, and burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire. 

Take heed and beware of the leaven of the 
scribes and of the sadducees : I mean the errone- 
ous doctrine of the papists, which with their 
glosses deprave the scriptures. For as the apostle 
St. Peter teacheth us, there shall be false teachers 
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among us which privily shall bring in damnable 4 
sects: and saith, that many shall follow their 
damnable ways, by whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of; and that through covetousness they 
shall with feigned words make merchandize of us ; 
and Christ earnestly warneth us to beware of false 
prophets, which come to us in sheep's clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. By their 
fruits you shall know them. The fruits of the 
prophets are their doctrine. In this place are we 
christians taught that we should try the preachers 
and others, that come under colour to set forth 
true religion to us, according to the saying of Saint 
Paul; "Try all things, and chuse that which is 
good." Also, the evangelist Saint John, saith, 
"Believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits 
whether they be of God or not : for many false 
prophets," saith he, "are gone out into the world. 
Therefore, if thou will know the true prophets 
from the false, try their doctrine by the true 
touchstone, which is the word of God : and, as the 
godly Bereans did, search ye the scriptures, whe- 
ther those things which be preached to you, be 
even so or not, or else by their outward conversa- 
tion ye may be easily deceived. 
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LETTER II. 
TO THE FAITHFUL PROFESSORS, OF LANGTON. 

Grace be unto you, and peace be multiplied in 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord : Amen. 

I thought it my duty to write unto you, my 
beloved in the Lord, at Langton, to stir up your 
minds, and to call to your remembrance the words 
which have been told you before; and to exhort 
you, (as that good man, and full of the Holy 
Ghost, Barnabas, did the Antiochians,) that with 
purpose of heart ye continually cleave unto the 
Lord, and that ye stand fast and be not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel, whereof, God 
be thanked, ye have had plenteous preaching unto 
you, by your late pastor Mr. Sanders, and other 
faithful ministers of Jesus Christ; which * now, 
when persecution ariseth because of the word, do 
not fall away like shrinking children, and forsake 
the truth, being ashamed of the gospel whereof 
they have been preachers; but are willing and 
ready, for your sakes, (which are Christ's mystical 
body,) to forsake, not only the chief and principal 
delights of this life, (I mean,) their native coun- 
tries, friends, livings, &c. ; but also to fulfil their 
ministry to the utmost, that is, to wit, with their 
painful imprisonments and blood-sheddings, if 
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need shall require, to confirm and seal Christ's 
gospel, whereof they have been ministers ; and, as 
Saint Paul saith, they are ready not only to be 
cast into prison, but also to be killed for the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 

Whether these being that good salt of the earth, 
that is, true ministers of God's word, by whose 
doctrine, being received through faith, men are 
made savoury unto God, and which themselves 
lose not their saltness, now when they be proved 
with the boisterous storms of adversity and perse- 
cution ; or others being that unsavoury salt which 
hath lost its saltness, that is to wit, those ungodly 
ministers which fall from the word of God into 
the dreams and traditions of antichrist: whether of 
these, I say, be more to be credited and believed, 
let all men judge. 

Wherefore, my dearly beloved, receive the word 
of God with meekness, that is grafted in you, 
which is able to save your souls : and see that ye 
be not forgetful hearers, deceiving yourselves with 
sophistry, but doers of the word, whom Christ 
doth liken to a wise man, which buildeth his house 
on a rock, that when the great rain descended, 
and the floods came and beat upon the house, it 
fell not, because it was grounded upon a rock; that 
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is, to wit, when satan, with all his legion of devils, 
with all their subtle suggestions, and the world 
with all the mighty princes thereof, with their 
crafty counsels, do fiiriously rage against us, we 
faint not but abide constant in the truth, being 
grounded upon a most sure Rock, which is Christ, 
and the doctrine of the gospel, against which the 
gates of hell, (that is, the power of satan,) shall 
not prevail. 

And be ye followers of Christ and his apostles, 
and receive the word in much affliction, (as the 
godly Thessalonians did,) for the true followers of 
Christ and the apostles be they which receive the 
word of God. They only receive the word of God 
which both believe it and also frame their lives 
after it, and be ready to suffer all manner of adver 
sity for the name of the Lord, as Christ and all 
the apostles did, and as all that will live godly 
in Christ Jesus must do : for there is none other 
way into the kingdom of heaven, but through 
much tribulation, and if we suffer anything for the 
kingdom of heaven's sake, and for righteousness 
sake, we have the prophets, Christ, the apostles, 
and martyrs, for an example to comfort us; for 
they did all enter into the kingdom of heaven at 
the strait gate and narrow way that leadeth unto 
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life, which few do find ; and unless we will be con- 
tent to deny ourselves and take up the cross of 
Christ, and his saints, it is an evident argument 
that we shall never, reign with him. 

And again, if we can find in our hearts patiently 
to suffer persecutions and tribulations, it is a sure 
token of the righteous judgment of God, that we 
are counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for 
which we also suffer. It is verily, (saith the apostle,) 
a righteous thing with God, to recompense tribu- 
lation to them that trouble us, and rest to us that 
be troubled. For after this life, the godly being 
delivered from their tribulations and pains, shall 
have a most quiet and joyful rest : whereas, the 
wicked and ungodly shall, contrariwise, be tor- 
mented for evermore with intolerable and unspeak- 
able pains, as Christ, by the parable of the rich 
glutton and wretched Lazarus, doth plainly declare 
and teach These ought we to have before our 
eyes always, that in the time of adversity and per- 
secution, (whereof all that will be the children of 
God shall be partakers, and wherein it hath pleased 
God to put some of us already,) we may stand 
steadfast in the Lord, and endure even unto the 
end, that we may be saved. For unless we, like 
good warriors of Jesus Christ, will endeavour our- 
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selves to please him, who hath chosen us to be 

soldiers, and fight the good fight of faith, even 

unto the end, we shall not obtain that crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, that is a righteous 

Judge, shall give to all them that love his coming. 

Let us therefore receive, with meekness, the 

word that is grafted in us, which is able to save 

our souls, and ground ourselves on the sure Bock, 

Christ : for, as the apostle saith, other foundation 

can no man lay, besides that which is laid already, 

which is Jesus Christ. If any man build on this 

foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, timber, 

hay, stubble, every man's work shall appear, for 

the day shall declare it, and it shall be shewed in 

the fire; and the fire shall try every man's work 

what it is. If any man's work, that he hath 

builded upon, abide, he shall receive a reward; if 

any man's work burn, he shall suffer loss, but he 

shall be saved himself, nevertheless, yet as it were 

through fire. By fire here, the apostle meaneth 

persecution, and trouble, for they which do truly 

preach and profess the word of God, which is 

called the word of the cross, shall be railed upon 

and abhorred, hated, thrust out of company, per- 

secuted, and tried in the furnace of adversity, aa 

gold and silver are tried in the fire. By gold, 
g 2 
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silver, and precious stones, he meaneth them thali 
in the midst of persecution abide steadfast in the 
word. By timber, hay, and stubble, are meant 
such as in time of persecution fall away from the 
truth ; and when Christ purgeth his floor with the 
wind of adversity, these scatter away from the face 
of the earth like light chaff, which shall be burnt 
with unquenchable fire. If they then which do 
believe, do in time of persecution stand steadfastly 
in the truth, the builder, (I mean, the preacher of 
the word,) shall receive a reward, and the work 
shall be preserved and saved; but if so be that 
they go back and swerve, when persecution ariseth, 
the builder shall suffer loss, that is to say, shall 
lose his labour and cost; but yet he shall be saved, 
if he, being tried in the fire of persecution, 
abideth fast in the faith. 

Wherefore, my beloved, give diligent heed that 
ye, as living stones, be built upon this sure Rock, 
and made a spiritual house and holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable unto God by 
Jesus Christ. For we are the true temple of God, 
and the Spirit of God dwelleth in us, if so be that 
we continue in the doctrine of the gospel. 

We are also a holy and royal priesthood, to offer 
up spiritual sacrifices and oblations : for the sacri- 
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fices of the New Testament, axe spritual, and of 
three manners. 

The first is the sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving which Saint Paul calleth the fruits of those 
rips which confess the name of God. 

The second is mercy towards our neighbours, as 
the prophet Hosea saith, "I will have mercy and 
not sacrifice:" read the twenty-fifth chapter of 
Saint Matthew. 

The third is when we make our bodies a living 
sacrifice, holv and acceptable to God, that is, when 
we mortify and kill our fleshly concupiscence and 
carnal lusts, and so bring our flesh, through the 
help of the Spirit, under the obedience of God's 
holy law. This is a sacrifice to God most accept- 
able, which the apostle calls our reasonable serving 
of God; and let us be sure that unless we do now, 
at this present time, take better heed to ourselves, 
and use thankfully the grace of God offered to us 
by the gospel preached these years past, whereby 
we are induced and brought to the knowledge of 
the truth ; unless, I say, we keep Christ and his 
holy word, by faith, in the house and temple of our 
hearts, the same things that Christ threateneth 
unto the Jews, shall happen unto us ; that is, to 
wit, the unclean spirit of ignorance, superstition, 
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idolatry, and infidelity; and unbelief, the mother 
and head of all vices, which, by the grace of God, 
was cast out of us, bringing with him seven other 
spirits, worse than himself, shall, to our utter 
destruction, return again unto us ; and so shall we 
be in worse case than ever we were in before. For 
if we, after we have escaped from the filthiness of 
the world, through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, be yet entangled therein 
again and overcome, then is the latter end worse 
than the beginning: and it had been better for us 
not to have known the way of righteousness, than 
after we have known it, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment given to us. For it is then happened 
unto us according to the true proverb, "The dog 
is turned to his vomit again, and the sow that was 
washed to wallowing in the mire;" and thus to 
continue and persevere in infidelity, and to kick 
against the manifest and known truth, and so to 
die without repentance, and with a despair of the 
mercy of God in Jesus Christ, is to sin against 
the Holy Ghost, which shall not be forgiven, 
neither in this world, nor in the world to come. 
"For it is not possible," saith Saint Paul, "that 
they which once were enlightened, and have tasted 
of the heavenly gift, and have tasted of the good 
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word of God, and of the power of the world to 
come, if they shall fall away, should be renewed 
again by repentance, forasmuch as they have, as 
concerning themselves, crucified the Son of God, 
making a mock of him." Saint Paul's meaning, 
in this place, that they that believe truly and un- 
feignedly God's word do continue and abide stead- 
fastly in the known truth. If any, therefore, fall 
away from Christ and his word, it is a plain token 
that they were but dissembling hypocrites for all 
their faces outwardly, and never believed truly, 
as Judas, Simon Magus, Demas, Hymeneus, 
and Philetus, and others were ; which all fell away 
from the known verity, and made a mock of 
Christ, which Saint Paul calleth here crucifying 
Christ anew : because that they, turning to their 
old vomit again, did most blasphemously tread the 
benefits of Christ's death and passion under their 
feet. They that are such can in no wise be re- 
newed by repentance, for their repentance is 
fleshly, as the repentance of Cain, and Saul, and 
Judas was, which, being without godly comfort, 
breedeth desperation unto death. These are not 
of the number of the elect, and, as Saint John 
saith, " they went out from us, but they were not 
of us, for if they had been of us, they would have 
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remained with us unto the end." Also, the apostle 
saith in another place, "If we sin willingly, after 
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a fearful 
looking for judgment, and violent fire which shall 
devour the adversaries." 

They sin willingly which, of a set malice and 
purpose, do withold the truth in unrighteousness 
and lying, kicking against the manifest and open 
known truth, which, although they do perfectly 
know that in all the world there is none other sacri- 
fice for sin, but only that omni-sufficient sacrifice 
of Christ's death ; yet, notwithstanding, they will 
not commit themselves wholly unto it, but rather 
despise it, allowing other sacrifices for sin, invented 
by the imagination of man, (as we see by daily 
experience,) unto whom if they abide still in their 
wickedness and sin, remaineth a most horrible and 
dreadful judgment. This is that sin unto death, 
for which Saint John would not that a man should 
pray. 

Wherefore, my beloved in Christ, let us, (on 
whom the ends of the world are come,) take dili- 
gent heed unto ourselves, that now in these last 
and perilous times, (in the which the devil is come 
down, and hath great wrath because he knoweth 
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his time is short, and whereof the prophets, Christ 
and the apostles, have so much spoken, and given 
us an earnest forewarning,) we withold not the 
truth in unrighteousness, believing, doing, or 
speaking anything against our knowledge and con- 
science, or without faith. For if we so do, for 
whatsoever cause it be, it is a wilful and obstinate 
infidelity, and a sin unto death : and as our Saviour 
Christ saith, "If ye believe not ye shall die in 
your own sins." For unless we hold fast the word 
of life, both believing it and bringing forth fruit 
worthy of repentance, we shall, with the unprofit- 
able fig tree which did but cumber the ground, be 
cut down, and our talent taken from us and given 
to another that shall put it to a better use ; and 
we, through our own unthankfulness, put from the 
mercy of God, shall never be able to pay our debts ; 
that is to say, we shall altogether be lost and un- 
done. For the earth that drinketh in rain that 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet 
for them that dress it, receiveth blessing of God; 
but that ground that beareth thorns and briars is 
reproved, and is nigh unto cursing, whose end is 
to be burned. 

Nevertheless, dear friends, we trust to see better 
of you, and things which accompany salvation, and 
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that ye, being the good ground, watered with the 
moistness of God's word, plenteously preached 
among you, will with a good heart hear the word 
of God and keep it ; bringing forth fruit with 
patience ; and be none of those forgetful and hypo- 
critical hearers, which, although they hear the 
word, yet the devil cometh and catcheth away that 
which was sown in their heart; either having no 
root in themselves, endure but a season, and as 
soon as tribulation or persecution ariseth because 
of the word, by and by they are offended; or with 
the cares of the world and deceitfulness of riches, 
choke the word, and so are unfruitful. Read the 
parable of the sower; and among other things, note 
and mark that the most part of the hearers of 
God's word, are but hypocrites, and hear the word 
without any fruit, or profit, yea, only to their 
greater condemnation, for only the fourth part of 
the seed bringeth forth fruit; therefore, let not us 
that be ministers, or professors, and followers of 
God's word, be discouraged though very few give 
credit to, and follow, the doctrine of the gospel 
and be saved. 

Whosoever therefore hath ears to hear, let him 
hear ; for whosoever hath to him shall be given, 
and he shall have abundance ; but whosoever hath 
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not from him shall be taken away, even that he 
hath, that is to say, they that have a desire of 
righteousness and of the truth, shall be more and 
more illuminated of God ; on the contrary part, 
they that do not covet after righteousness and 
truth, are more hardened and blinded, though 
they seem to themsslves most wise. For God 
doth here follow an example of a loving Father, 
which, when he seeth that fatherly love and cor- 
rection does not help towards his children, useth 
another way. He ceaseth to be beneficial to them 
and to minister unto them fatherly correction : he 
giveth them over unto themselves, suffering them 
to live as they list themselves. 

But we trust to see better of you, my dearly 
beloved, and that ye will not, like very Gadarenites, 
for fear of losing your worldly substance, or other 
delights of this life, banish away Christ and his 
gospel from among you, but that ye, with all diligence 
of mind, will receive the word of God, taught you 
by such ministers, as now, when persecution ariseth 
because of the word, are not ashamed of the testi- 
mony of the Lord Jesus, but are content to suffer 
adversity with the gospel, and therein to suffer 
trouble, as evil doers, even unto bonds ; and if ye 
refuse thus to do, your own blood will be upon 
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your heads. And as ye have had plenteous preach- 
ing of the gospel, more than others have had ; so 
ye shall he sure if ye repent not and bring forth 
fruits worthy of repentance to he sorely plagued, 
and to receive greater vengeance at God's hand, 
than others, and the kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you and be given to another nation, 
which will bring forth the fruits thereof. 

Wherefore, my dearly beloved in Christ, take good 
heed to yourselves, and ponder well in your minds 
how fearful and horrible a thing it is to fall into 
the hands of the living God. And see that ye 
receive not the word of God in vain, but continu- 
ally labour in faith, and declare your faith by your 
good works, which are infallible witnesses of the 
true justifying faith, which is never idle, but 
worketh by charity. And see that ye continually 
give yourselves unto all manner of good works: 
amongst the which, the chiefest are to be obedient 
to the magistrates (since they are the ordinance of 
God, whether they be good or evil), unless they 
command idolatry and ungodliness, that is, things 
contrary to true religion ; for then ought we to 
say, with Peter, "we ought more to obey God 
than man." But in any wise we must beware 
■of tumult, insurrection, rebellion or reistance. 
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The weapon of a christian in this matter, ought 
to be the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word, 
and prayer coupled with humility and due sub- 
mission, and with readiness of heart rather to die 
than to do any ungodliness. Christ also doth 
teach us, that all power is of God, yea, even the 
power of the wicked, which God causeth oftentimes 
to reign for our sins, and disobedience towards 
him and his word. Whosoever doth resist any 
power, doth resist the ordinance of God, and so 
purchase to himself utter destruction and undoing. 
We must also, by all means, be promoters of 
unity, peace, and concord. We must honour and 
reverence princes, and all that be in authority ; and 
pray for them, and be diligent to set forth their 
profit and advantage. 

Secondly, we must obey our parents, or them 
that be in their place, and be careful for our 
households, that they be provided for and fed, not 
only with bodily food, but much rather with 
spiritual food, which is the word of God. 

Thirdly, we must serve our neighbours by all 
means we can, remembering well the saying of 
Christ, whatsoever ye would that men should do 
unto you, do ye likewise unto them, for this is the 
law and the prophets. 
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Fourthly, we must diligently exercise the ne- 
cessary work of prayer for all estates, knowing 
that God therefore hath so much commanded it, 
and hath made such great promises unto it, and 
doth so well accept it. After these works, we 
must learn to know the cross, and what affection 
and mind* we must hear towards our adversaries 
and enemies, whatsoever they be ; to suffer all 
adversities and evils patiently ; to pray for them 
that hurt, persecute, and trouble us ; and by thus 
using ourselves, we shall obtain an hope and cer- 
tainty of our vocation, that we be the elect children 
of God. 

And thus I commend you, brethren, unto God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you further, and to give you an inheritance among 
them that are sanctified ; beseeching you to help 
Mr. Sanders and me, your late pastors, and all 
them that be in bonds for the gospel's sake, with 
your prayers to God for us, that we may be de- 
livered from all them that believe not, and from 
unreasonable and froward men ; and that this our 
imprisonment and affliction may be to the glory 
and profit of our christian brethren in the world, 
and that Christ may be magnified in our bodies, 
whether it be by death or by life : Amen. 
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Salute from me all the faithful brethren, and 
because I write not several letters to them, let 
them either read or hear these my letters. The 
grace of our Lord be with you alL: Amen. 

The 28th of June, by the unprofitable servant 
of Jesus Christ, and now also his prisoner, 

Geobge Marsh, 

Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 
Pray, pray, pray: never more need. 

ANOTHER LETTER OF THE SAID GEORGE MARSH, TO 
CERTAIN OF HIS DEARLY BELOVED FRIENDS AT 
MANCHESTER, IN LANCASHIRE. 

Grace be with you, and peace from God the 
Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ: Amen. 

After salutation in Christ to you, with thanks 
for your friendly remembrances of me, desiring 
and wishing unto you, not only in my letters, but 
also in my prayers, such consolation in spirit and 
taste of heavenly treasures, that ye may thereby 
continually work in faith, labour in love, persevere 
in hope, and be patient in all your tribulations 
and persecutions, even unto the end and glorious 
coming of Christ ; these shall be earnestly to ex- 
hort and beseech you in Christ, as ye have received 
the Lord Jesus, even so to walk, rooted in him, 
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and not to be afraid of any terror of your adver- 
saries, be they never so many and mighty, and 
you on the other side never so few and Weak; for 
the battle is the Lord's. And as in times past 
God was with Abraham, Moses, Isaac, David, the 
Maccabees, and others, and fought for them and 
delivered all their enemies into their hands, even 
so hath he promised to be with us also unto the 
world's end; and so to assist, strengthen, and help 
us, that no man shall be able to withstand ns. 
"For as I was with Moses, so will I be with 
thee," saith God, "and will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee. Be strong and bold; neither fear 
nor dread, for the Lord thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest." Now, "if God be on 
our side, -who can be against us? 

In this our spiritual warfare is no man over- 
come, unless he traitorously leave and forsake his 
Captain; cowardly castaway his weapons; willingly , 
yield himself to Ms enemies; or fearfully turn his 
back and fly. Be strong therefore in the Lord, 
dear brethren, and in the power of his might, and 
put on all the armour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand steadfast against the crafty assaults of the 
devil. Now, what weapons ye must fight with, 
learn of Saint Paul, a champion both much exer- 
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oised and also most valiant and invincible. For we 
must think none otherwise than that the life of a 
believer is a perpetual warfare upon earth, as the 
examples of all godly men, throughout all ages, do 
declare. The valiant warrior Saint Paul, being 
delivered into the hands of the ungodly, and that 
so many times, and also, from so many extreme 
perils and dangers of death, as he himself doth 
testify, is fain to commit himself in the end to the 
rough waters of the sea, where he was in great 
peril and jeopardy of his own life; yet was God 
always, (to the great comfort of all that hear of it,) 
most ready to comfort and succour him, and glori- 
ously delivered him out of all his troubles ; so that 
no man that invaded him could do him any harm, 
and in the end he was compelled to say, " I have 
finished my course; the time of my departing is 
at hand; I long to be loosed, and to be with Christ, 
which is the best of all ;" most heartily desiring 
death. These things are written for our learning 
and comfort, and are to us a sure obligation; that 
if we submit ourselves to God and his holy word, 
no man shall be able to hurt us, and that he will 
deliver us from all troubles, yea, from death also, 
till such time as we covet and desire to die. Let 
us, therefore, run with patience unto the battle 
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that is sot before us, and look unto Jesus, the 
Captain and Finisher of our faith; and after his 
example, for the reward's sake that is set before 
us, patiently to bear the cross mid despise the 
shame. For all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

Christ was no sooner baptized and declared to 
the world to be the Son of God, but Satan was by 
and bye ready to tempt him; which thing we must 
look for also : yea, the more we increase in faith 
and virtuous living, the more strongly will Satan 
assault us; whom we must learn, after the example 
of Christ, to fight against and overcome, with the 
holy and sacred scriptures, the word of God, 
(which are our heavenly armour,) and sword of the 
Spirit. And let the fasting of Christ, while he was 
tempted in the wilderness, be unto us an example 
of sober living, not for the space of forty days (as 
the papists do fondly fancy of their own brains,) 
but as long as we are in the wilderness of this 
wretched life, assaulted of Satan, who, like a roar- 
ing lion, walketh about and ceaseth not, seeking 
our utter destruction. 

Neither can the servants of God, at any tinie, 
come and stand before God, that is, lead a godly 
life, and walk innocently before God, but Satan 
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cometh also among them, that is, he daily ac- 
cuseth, findeth fault, vexeth, persecuteth, and 
troubleth the godly: for it is the nature and pro- 
perty of the devil, always to hurt, and do mischief, 
unless he be forbidden of God: for unless God 
doth permit him, he can do nothing at all, not so- 
much as enter into a filthy hog; but we are of 
more value than many hogs, before God, if we 
cleave unto his Son, by faith. 

Let us, therefore, knowing Satan's deceits anct 
rancour, walk the more warily, and take unto us the 
shield of faith, wherewith we may be able to 
quench and overcome all the fiery and deadly darts 
of the wicked. Let us take to us the helmet of 
salvation, and sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, and learn to use the same according 
to the example of our grand Captain, Christ. Let 
us fast and pray continually. For this frantic 
kind of devils goeth not out otherwise, as Christ 
teacheth us, but by faithful prayer and fasting, 
which is true abstinence and soberness- of living; 
if we use the same according to the doctrine of 
the gospel and word of God. Fasting is accept- 
able to God, if it be done without hypocrisy, that 
is to say, if we use it to this intent, that thereby 

this mortal body and disobedient carcase may be 
h 2 
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tamed; and brought under the subjection of the 
Spirit: and again, if we fast to this intent, that we 
may spare wherewith to help and succour our poor 
needy brethren. 

This fast do true christians use all the days of 
their life, although among the common sort of 
people, remaineth yet still that superstitious kind 
of fasting which God so earnestly reproveth by his 
prophet, Isaiah; for as for true chastening of the 
body and abstaining from vice, which sheweth 
mercy towards our needy neighbours, we will- 
neither understand nor hear of it, but still think 
with the Jews, that we do God a great pleasure 
when we fast : and that we then fast when we 
abstain from one thing and fill our bellies with 
another; and verily in this point doth our super- 
stition exceed the superstition of the Jews, for we 
never read that they ever took it for a fast, to- 
abstain from flesh and to eat either fish, or white- 
meat as they call it. 

To fasting and prayer must be joined alms, and 
mercy towards the poor and needy, and that our 
alms may be acceptable to God, three things are 
chiefly required : 

First, that we give with a cheerful and joyful 
heart; for the Lord loveth a cheerful giver. 
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Secondly, that we give liberally, putting aside 
all niggardliness, knowing that he that soweth 
little shall reap little, and he that soweth plente- 
ously shall reap plenteously. Let every man, 
therefore, do according as he is able. . The poorest 
caitiff in the world may give as great and accept- 
able an alms in the sight of God as the richest 
man in the world can do. The poor widow which 
offered but two mites, which make a farthing, did 
highly please Christ, insomuch that he affirmed 
with an oath, that she of her penury had added 
more to the offering of God than all the rich men, 
which of their superfluity had cast in very mueh. 
For if there be first a willing mind, as Saint Paul 
saith, it is accepted, according to that a man hath, 
and not according to that a man hath not. 

Thirdly, we must give without hypocrisy and 
ostentation, not seeking the praise of men, or our 
own glory and profit; and although the scriptures 
in some places make mention of a reward to our 
alms and other good works, yet ought we not to 
think that we merit or deserve any thing; but 
rather we ought to acknowledge that God in his 
mere mercy rewardeth us in his own gifts. For 
what hath he that giveth alms that he hath not 
received? He then, that giveth to a poor man, 
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any manner of thing, giveth not of his own, but of 
those goods which he hath received of God. 
"What hast thou," saith the apostle, "which thou 
hast not received? If thou hast received it, why 
rejoicest thou as though thou hadst not received 
it?" 

This sentence ought to be had in remembrance 
of all men. For if we have nothing, but that 
which we have received, what can we deserve? or 
what need we to dispute and reason about our own 
merits, it cometh of the free gift of God, that we 
live, that we love God, that we walk in his fear. 
Where is our deserving then? We must also, in 
this our spiritual warfare, arm ourselves with con- 
tinual prayer, a very necessary, strong, and 
invincible weapon; and after the example of 
Christ, and all other godly men, cry heartily unto 
God in faith, in all our distresses and anguishes. 
Let us go boldly to the seat of grace, where we 
shall be sure to receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need, for now is pride and perse- 
cution increased: now is the time of destruction 
and wrathful displeasure. Wherefore, my dear 
brethren, be ye fervent in the law of God, and 
jeopard ye your lives, if need shall require, for the 
Testament of the Fathers, and so shall ye receive 
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great honour and an everlasting name. Remember 
Abraham: was not he found faithful in temptation? 
and it was reckoned to him for righteousness. 
Joseph, in time of his trouble, kept the command- 
ment and was made a lord of Egypt. Phineas was 
so fervent for the honour of God that he obtained 
the covenant of an everlasting priesthood. Joshua, 
for the fulfilling of the word of God, was made the 
captain of Israel. Caleb bare record before the 
congregation, and received an inheritance. David 
also, in his merciful kindness, obtained the throne 
of an everlasting kingdom. Elijah, being zealous 
and fervent in the law, was taken up into heaven. 
Ananias, Azarias, and Mishael, remained steadfast 
in the faith, and were delivered out of the fire. 
In like manner, Daniel, being innocent, was saved 
from the mouth of the lions; and thus you may 
consider, throughout all ages since the world 
began, that whosoever put their trust in God, were 
not overcome. Fear ye not, then, the words of 
ungodly men, for their glory is but dung and 
worms; to-day they are set up, and to-morrow they 
are gone ; for they are turned into earth, and their 
memorial cometh to nought. Wherefore, let us 
take unto us good hearts, and quit ourselves like 
men in the law, for if we do the things that are 
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commanded us in the law of the Lord our God, we 
shall obtain great honour therein. 

Beloved in Christ, let us not faint because of 
affliction, wherewith God trieth all them that are 
sealed unto life everlasting: for the only way into 
the kingdom of God is through much tribulation. 
For the kingdom of heaven, (as God teacheth by 
the prophet Esaias,) is like a city builded and set 
upon a broad field, and full of all good things, but 
the entrance is narrow and sudden, (full of sorrow 
and travail, perils, and labours,) like as if there 
were a fire at the right hand and deep water at the 
left; and as it were one straight path between 
them both, so small that there could but one man 
go there. If this city were now given to an heir, 
and he never went through this perilous way, how 
could he receive his inheritance? Wherefore, 
seeing we are in this narrow and strait way, 
which leadeth unto the most joyful and pleasant 
city of everlasting life; let us not stagger or turn 
back being afraid of the dangerous and perilous 

n f °, UOW 0Ur C& ^^ Jesus Christ, in the 
™" and stadt way, ^ be afraid Qf n 
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Consider also the course of this world : how 
many there are, who for their master's sake, or 
for a little promotion's sake, would adventure their 
lives in worldly affairs, as commonly in wars, and 
yet is their reward hut light and transitory, and 
ours is unspeakahle, great, and everlasting. They 
suffer pains to he made lords on earth for a short 
season; how much more ought we to endure like 
pains, yea, peradventure much less, to he made 
kings in heaven for evermore. Consider also, the 
wicked of this world, which for a little pleasure's 
sake, or to he avenged on their enemies, will fight 
with sword and weapon, and so put themselves in 
danger of imprisonment and hanging. So much 
as virtue is better than vice, and God mightier 
than the devil, so much ought we to excel them, 
in this our spiritual battle. 

And seeing, brethren, it hath pleased God to 
set me, and that most worthy minister of Christ, 
John Bradford, your countryman, in the fore-front 
of this battle, where (for the time) is most danger, I 
beseech you all in the bowels of Christ, to help us, 
and all our fellow soldiers standing in like perilous 
place, with your prayers to God for us, that we 
may quit ourselves like men in the Lord, and 
give some example of boldness and constancy* 
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mingled with patience, in the fear of God, that ye, 
and others our brethren, through our example, 
may be so encouraged and strengthened to follow 
us that ye also may leave example to your weak 
brethren in the world to follow you. Amen. 

Consider what I say, and the Lord give us un- 
derstanding in all things. Brethren, the time is 
short; it remaineth that ye use this world as 
though ye used it not: for the fashion of this 
world vanisheth away. See that ye love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world, 
but set your affection on heavenly things, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Be 
meek and long suffering; serve and edify one 
another with the gift that God hath given you; 
beware of strange doctrine ; lay aside the old con- 
versation of greedy lusts, and walk in a new life; 
beware of uncleanness, covetousness, foolish talk- 
ing, false doctrine, and drunkenness ; rejoice and 
be thankful towards God, and submit yourselves 
one to another. Cease from sin; spend no more 
time in vice; be sober and apt to pray; be patient 
in trouble; love each other, and let the glory of 
God, and the profit of your neighbour, be the only 
mark you aim at in all your doings* Repent ye 
of the life that is past, and take better heed to 
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your doings hereafter, And above all things, 
cleave ye fast to him, who was delivered to death 
for our sins, and rose again for our justification: to 
whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honour and rule for evermore. Amen. 

Salute from me, in Christ, all others which love 
us in the faith, and at your discretion make them 
partakers of these letters : and pray ye all, for me 
and others in bonds for the gospel, that the same 
God, (which by his grace hath called us from 
wicked papistry to true Christianity, and now of 
love proveth our patience by persecution,) will of 
his mercy and favour in the end gloriously deliver 
us, either by death, or by life, to his glory: Amen. 
At Lancaster, the 30th of August, 1554. 

By me, an unprofitable servant of Christ. ■ 

George Marsh. 

to his well beloved in christ, jenkin crampton, 
james leaver, euoe fooge, ralph bradshaw, 

THE WIPE OF RICHARD BRADSHAW, EIICE CRAMP- 
TON, AND TO EVERY ONE OF THEM, BE THESE 
DELIVERED FROM LANCASTER. GE0RGJ5 MARSH. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all: Amen. 
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After salutations in Christ, and hearty thanks 
for your friendly tokens and your other remem- 
krances towards me, beseeching God that ye may 
increase in faith, fear, and love, and all good gifts, 
an d grow up into a perfect man in Christ. These 
*>e earnestly to exhort you, yea, and to heseech 
you in the tender mercy of Christ, that with pur- 
pose of heart, ye continually cleave unto the Lord, 
ax *d that ye worship and serve him in spirit in the 
gospel of his Son. For God will not he wor- 
Bhipped after the commandments and traditions of 
m ©n ; neither yet by any other means appointed, 
Prescribed and taught us, hut by his holy word ; 
a *id though all men for the most part defile them 
selves, with the wicked traditions of men and 
ordinances, after the world, and not after Christ ; 
yet, do ye after the examples of Daniel and his 
three companions, Mattathias and his three sons, 
*>e at a point with yourselves, that ye will not be 
defiled with the unclean meats of .the heathens ; I 
mean the filthiness of idolatry, and the very 
heathenish ceremonies of the papists : hut as the 
true worshippers, serve ye God in spirit and 
verity, according to the sacred scriptures, which I 
would wish and will above all things, continually 
and reverently (as both St. Paul and Christ com- 
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mand you) to search and read, with the wholesome* 
monitions of the same to teach, exhort, com- 
fort, and edify one another, and your brethren and 
neighbours, now in the time of this our miserable- 
captivity, and great famishment of souls for want 
of the food of God's word. And doubt not but 
that the merciful Lord, who hath promised to be 
with us even unto the world's end; and that 
whensoever two or three be gathered together in 
his name, he will be in the midst of them, and 
will assist you and teach you the right meaning of 
the sacred scriptures, will keep you from all errors 
and lead you into all truth, as he hath faithfully 
promised. 

And though you think yourselves unable to 1 
teach, yet at the commandment of Christ, now in 
time of famine, the hungry people being in a 
wilderness, far from any town, which, if they be 
sent away fasting, are sure to faint and perish by 
the way ; employ and bestow those five loaves and 
two fishes that you have upon that hungry multitude, 
although you think it nothing among so many. 
And he that increased the five loaves and two 1 
fishes, to feed five thousand men beside women 
and children, shall also augment his gifts in you ; 
not only to the edifying and winning of others in? 
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Christ, but also to an exceeding great increase of 
your knowledge in God and his holy word. And 
fear not your adversaries for either, according to 
his accustomed manner, God shall blind their eyes 
that they shall not spy you, or get you favour in 
their sight, or else graciously deliver you out of 
their hands by one means or other. 

Obey with reverence all your superiors, unless 
they command idolatry or ungodliness. Make 
provision for your households, that they be instruct- 
ed and taught in the law of God. Love your 
wives even as your ownselves, and as Christ loved 
the Church. Lore your children, but rate them 
not, lest they be of a desperate mind : and bring 
them up in the nurture and information of the 
Lord, and teach them even as the godly parents of 
Tobit the younger, and Susanna, did teach their 
children, even from their infancy, to reverence 
God according to his law, and to abstain from sin, 
providing that in no wise they be brought up in 
idleness and wantonness ; seeing that ye reckon 
yourselves to be the children of God, and look for 
the life which God shall give to them which never 
turn their belief from him. See that ye ever fear 
God and keep his commandments, and though the 
plague of God chance upon you, yet remain ye 
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steadfast in the faith and fear of God, and thank 
him and serve him in such holiness and righte- 
ousness as are acceptable before him all the days 
of your life. Comfort yourselves in all your adver- 
sities, and stay yourselves in him who hath 
promised not to leave you as fatherless and 
motherless children, without comfort ; but that he 
will come to you like a most gentle and merciful Lord. 
He will continually stand by you in all troubles, 
assisting, helping, and succouring you at all times. 
" I will be with you," saith he, " unto the end of 
the world," And cleave you fast unto him who 
was incarnate, lived, wrought, taught, and died 
for your sins, yea, rose again from death, and 
ascended into heaven for your justification. Re- 
pent ye of the life that is past, and cease from 
sin, and from henceforward live as much time as 
remaineth in the flesh, not after the lusts of men, 
but after the will of God. To do good and dis- 
tribute, forget not. Fast and pray constantly, and 
as every man hath received the gift, minister the 
same one to another, as good ministers of the 
manifold grace of God, that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ : to whom be 
praise and dominion for ever, and while the world 
standeth: Amen. Yours, George Marsh. 



ANOTHER LETTER. 

The same grace and peace, (dearly beloved in 
Christ,) do I entirely wish and desire unto you 
which the apostle Paul wisheth to all them, unto 
whom he wrote and sent his epistles: than which 
two things, none better can be wished and desired 
of God. Grace is, throughout all the epistles of 
Saint Paul, taken for the free mercy and favour of 
God; whereby he saveth us freely, without any 
deservings, or works of the law. In like manner 
peace is taken for the quietness and tranquillity of 
the conscience, being thoroughly persuaded that 
through the only merits of Jesus Christ's death 
and blood-shedding, there is an atonement and 
peace made between God and us : so that God will 
no more impute our sins unto us, nor yet condemn 
us. 

Dearly beloved, I will not be negligent to put 
you always in remembrance of things, though that 
you know them yourselves, and be also established 
in the present truth; notwithstanding, I think it 
meet so long as I am in this tabernacle to stir 
you up, by putting you in remembrance. Where- 
fore, I beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by 
the Lord Jesus, that ye increase more and more. 
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even as ye have received, how ye ought to walk and 
to please God. 

And as Barnabas, that good man, and full of the 
Holy Ghost, exhorted the Antiochians with pur- 
pose of heart, cleave ye continually unto the Lord, 
and stand fast and be not moved from the hope of 
the gospel : whereof God be thanked ye have had 
plentious preaching unto you these years past, by 
the faithful ministers of Jesus Christ — Leaver, 
Pilkington, Bradford, Sanders, and others like; 
who now, when persecution ariseth, because of the 
word, do not fell away like shrinking children, and 
forsake the truth, but are prest and ready for your 
sakes, who are his mystical body, to forsake the 
chief and principal delights of this life; and some 
of them in giving place to the outrageous tyranny 
of the world, to forsake their livings, friends, 
native lands, and other chief pleasures of this life ; 
and to commit themselves to painful exile, that, 
if it please God, Christ may come again out of 
Egypt. And other some are ready to fulfil their 
ministry unto the uttermost, that is, to wit, with 
their painful imprisonments and blood-shedding, if 
need shall so require, to confirm and seal Christ's 
gospel whereof they have been ministers : and as 
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i-St. Paul saith, not only to be cast into prison, 
but to die for the name of the Lord Jesus. 
1 ' Be ye not therefore ashamed of the testimony of 
WHf Lord Jesus, neither be ye ashamed of us which 
ise his prisoners, but suffer ye adversity with the 
'gospel, for which word we suffer as evil doers, even 
lunlto bonds: but the word of God is not bound 
with" us. Therefore we suffer all things for the 
Atarifrlsake, that they also may obtain the salvation 
whioV is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory : 
wherefore stand ye fast in the faith, and be not 
hawed from the hope of the gospel, and so shall 
ye makie us, even with joy, to suffer for your sakes; 
•and ajrf'the apostle saith, to fulfil that which is be- 
hind <tf ithe passion of Christ in our flesh, for his 
ijody fr sake, the church. St. Paul doth not here 
adeaaiy that there wanteth anything in the passion 
of J Christy -which may be supplied by man: for 
the' passion <tf Christ, as touching his own person, 
la that moat perfect and omni-sumcient . sacrifice 
whereby we are all made perfect, as many as are 
sknctifie'd in his blood : but these, his words, ought 
to he r 'u!^derstood of the elect and chosen in whom 
Christ is 1' and shall be persecuted unto the world's 
end* The passion of Christ then, as touching his 
ftystical body, which is the church, shall not be 
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perfected until they have all suffered whom God 
hath appointed to suffer for his Son's sake. 
Wherefore stablish yourselves and be of good com- 
fort, and be not moved in these afflictions knowing 
that we are appointed thereunto. 

For on our parts, nothing can be greater con- 
solation and inward joy unto us in our adversity, 
than to hear of your faith and love, and that ye 
have a good remembrance of us always, praying for 
us, as we do for you, as the apostle writeth of the 
Thessalonians, saying, now are we alive if ye 
stand steadfast in the Lord : for good shepherds 
do always count the welfare and prosperous estate 
of Christ's flock to be their own : for while it goeth 
well with the congregation, it goeth well with 
them also, in whatsoever affliction or adversity 
they be ; but when they see the church in any 
peril, or weakness, then be they weary of their 
own lives, then can they have no rest nor joy. 
" Who is weak," saith St. Paul, " and I am not 
weak? who is offended and I burn not?" But 
this affection is not in them that seek their own 
lucre and glory. 

And forasmuch as the life of the christian man, 

is a perpetual warfare upon earth, let us run .with 

joy unto the battle which is set before *us„&ikI{ Jifce 
i 2 
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good warriors of Jesus Christ, please him who 
hath chosen us to he soldiers, and not like shrink- 
ing children, faint and fall away from the truth 
now in time of adversity and tribulation, wherewith 
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus must be 
tried, even as gold and silver is proved, in the fire; 
and whereof all the scriptures have given us so 
much forewarning. For God is wont for the most 
part to warn his elect and chosen, what affliction 
and trouble shall happen to them for his sake, not 
to the intent to affright them thereby, but rather 
to prepare their minds against the boisterous 
storms of persecution. As we have a notable 
example in the apostle Paul, unto whom God sent 
Agabus, who prophesied to him of the imprison- 
ment and bonds that he should suffer at Jerusalem ; 
in whom we have also a good example of constancy 
and steadfastness, who regarding nothing the tears 
of his familiar friends, nor yet the peril of his own 
life, did, through fire and water go on still to set 
forth the glory of God; and he being delivered 
from the hands of his ungodly and blood-thirsty 
enemies, and that so many times, is in conclusion 
fain to commit himself to the rough waters of the 
sea, where he was a long season in great peril and 
jeopardy of his own life. But God was always, 
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(to the great comfort of all that shall hear of it,) 
most ready to help and succour him. First he 
did send him a most friendly and sweet company, 
I mean Aristarchus and Lucas, so ruling the heart 
of the under captain, Julius, that he courteously 
entreated him, and gave him liberty to go to his 
friends and to refresh himself, and he was bene- 
ficial to him at all times. 

In like manner was God with Joseph, and deliv- 
ered him from all his adversities, and gave him 
favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, insomuch that he made him governor 
over all Egypt, and over all his household In 
like manner was he with Jeremy and Daniel, in 
their great troubles, and appointed men for them 
in their greatest troubles to relieve, succour, and 
help them to their singular comfort 

Also, when Peter was in Herod's prison, sleep 
ing between two soldiers, bound with two chains, 
and the keepers before the door keeping the 
prison, the same night that Herod had intended to 
have brought him out unto the people the day fol- 
lowing, and to have him put to death, to please the 
Jews, as a little before he had killed James, the 
brother of John, with the sword, God sent his 
angel, and the chains fell off from Peter's hands, 
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and the iron gate opened to him of its own accord; 
and so was Peter wonderfully delivered by God. 
For it is the true living God that looseth all 
bonds, and delivereth out of prison, and not that 
feigned god, Saint Leonard. On that true God did 
Saint Peter call; unto him did he ascribe the glory 
of his deliverance, saying, "Now, I know of a 
truth that God hath sent his angel and hath deli- 
vered me out of the hand of Herod, &c." 

These things are written for our learning, that 
we, through patience and comfort of the scriptures, 
might have hope. The God of patience and com- 
fort grant that we be like minded one towards 
another, after the ensample of Christ Jesus, that we 
all agreeing together may, with one mouth, glorify 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A poor prisoner of Christ, George Marsh. 

ANOTHER LETTER OF GEORGE MARSH TO ROBERT 
LANGLEY. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you, good brother in Christ, Kobert Lang- 
ley, and with all them that love the Lord Jesus, 
unfeignedly: Amen. 

After hearty commendations to you, with thanks 
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for that you did visit me, a prisoner in Christ, and 
unacquainted with, to your costs, this shall be to 
let you know, that you shall receive from me, my 
examination and handling at Lathom, and the 
cause of my imprisonment, according as I pro- 
mised you: and this you shall receive by my 
brother, or some one of the Bradshaw's of Bolton, 
within this sevewnight, willing you to shew the 
same to such faithful men about Manchester, or 
elsewhere, as you take to be favourers of true 
religion, and Christ's holy word, and then to deli- 
ver it again. And whereas you put me in comfort, 
that if I wanted anything necessary to this life, 
you, with some others, would be bearers with me 
in this my costly and painful affliction; I give you 
most hearty thanks, and rejoice greatly in the 
Lord, who stirs up the hearts of others to be care- 
ful for me in this my great necessity : I thank God, 
as yet I want nothing, and intend to be as little 
chargeable to others, (saving my mother,) as I can. 
If I want, I will be bold with you and others to 
send for your relief and help in my necessity; 
desiring you in the meanwhile to pray for me, and 
all others in the bonds of Christ, that God would 
perform the thing which he hath begun iniutytibtat 
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we may with boldness confess Jesus Christ, and 
fight the good fight of faith. Yours, 

George Mabsh. 

a letter of geoege marsh to a certain godly 

FRIEND. 

Grace be with you, and peace be multiplied in 
the knowledge of God, and Jesus the Lord. 

After hearty commendations and thanks to you, 
not only for your large token, but much more for 
your loving letters, full of consolation to me as 
touching my person, to you unknown : these shall 
be to certify you, that I rejoice greatly in the Lord, 
when I perceive how my sweet Saviour, Christ, doth 
stir up the minds, not only of those with whom I 
have been familiar in times past, but also of 
sundry and divers heretofore unknown, and with 
whom I have had no acquaintance, to bear part 
with me in this my painful and costly imprison- 
ment, sending m e things not only necessary for 
this present life, but also comfortable letters; en- 
couragmg and exhorting me to continue grounded 
and stablished in the faith, and not to be moved 
away from the hope of the gospel, whereof, accord. 

and dail^ SmaU ^^ I hm been * mini8ter ; 
My call and cry unto the Lord in whom is 
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all my trust, and without whom I can do nothing, 
that he which hath hegun a good work in me, 
would vouchsafe to go forth with it, until the day 
of Jesus Christ: being surely certified in my con- 
science of this that he will so do, forasmuch as he 
hath given me that I should not only believe on 
him, but also suffer for his sake. The Lord 
strengthen me with his Holy Spirit that I may be 
one of the number of those blessed, who, enduring 
to the end, shall be saved. 

And whereas, you say, that my suffering of per- 
secution with Christ, is to you a thing most com- 
fortable, I make answer that in all my adversity 
and necessity, nothing on your behalf is greater 
consolation to me, than to hear of the faith and 
love of others, and how they have good remem- 
brance of us always, even as the apostle reporteth 
by the Thessalonians : saying, now are we alive if 
ye stand steadfast in the Lord. For my trust in 
the Lord is, that this my business shall happen to 
the furtherance of the gospel, and that you will be 
none of those forgetful and hypocritical hearers, 
whereof some being but wayside hearers, the devil 
cometh and taketh away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be saved; but 
let prayer be made without ceasing, by the church, 
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unto God, for them, and (no doubt,) God will, to 
your consolation, gloriously deliver by one means 
or other his oppressed, only tarry ye the Lord's 
leisure; be strong, let your hearts be of good com- 
fort, and wait ye still for the Lord. He tarrieth 
not that will come, look for him therefore and 
faint not, and he will never fail you. Yours, 

George Mabsh. 

a letter of a godly brother, one james brad- 
shaw, sent to george marsh, in prison. 

Grace and peace from God the Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, be with you alway: Amen. 

We had a letter from you, which is a great com- 
fort to us, to see you take the cross so thankfully; 
trouble and affliction do prove, try, instruct, con- 
firm, and strengthen the faith ; provoke and stir up 
prayer, drive and force us to amendment of life, to 
the fear of God, to meekness, to patience, to con- 
stancy, to gentleness, to soberness, temperance, 
and to all manner of virtues; and are the occasion 
of exceeding much good, as well transitory as 
eternal, in this world as in the world to come. 
There is neither good nor bad, godly nor ungodly, 
but he hath one cross or other. And although 
some there be that can shift for a while, and make 
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provision for themselves for a time, by craft and 
subtilty and dissimulation, or by some falsehood in 
fellowship as they call it, yet they bring them- 
selves into the highest danger, confusion, and 
shame, both in this world and in the world to 
come. And seeing that all the troubles and adver- 
sity in this world are a thousand times more light 
and easy, yea, nothing in comparison to the eternal 
fire which is prepared, and already kindled, for the 
unfaithful, wicked enemies of God : all faithful and 
godly persons ought to bear and suffer their tran- 
sitory afflictions and adversity the more patiently, 
willingly, and thankfully ; considering and remem- 
bering all the dearly beloved friends of God, who 
were wonderfully plagued and vexed by their ene- 
mies: Abraham by the Chaldeans, Lot by the 
Sodomites, Isaac by Ishmael, Jacob by Esau, 
Moses by his people, David by Saul and by his 
own son. As for Job, he had not a drop of blood 
in his body. John the Baptist, the holiest that 
ever was born of a woman, was, without any law, 
right, or reason, beheaded in prison, as though 
God had known nothing at all of him. 

We have many thousands, fellow martyrs and 
companions of our misery and adversity, in respect 
of whose imprisonment, racking, chains, fire, wild 



98 

beasts, and other means wherewith they were 
tormented, all that we suffer is but a blast of wind. 
Therefore now, whosoever is ashamed of the cross 
of Christ, and agrieved therewith, the same is 
ashamed to have Christ for his fellow and com- 
panion, and therefore shall the Lord be ashamed 
of him again at the latter day. 

Thus I leave for this time, beseeching you to 
let me have your advice, because I do not outwardly 
speak with my tongue that which I do not think 
in my heart. 

Pray for me, as I for you. I beseech the Holy 
Ghost have you in his keeping alway: Amen. 

By your friend, James Bbadshaw. 
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ADDENDA. 

Since the foregoing pages were written, it is 
reported that some of the authorities, in Oxford, 
or connected with that university, have been 
taking steps towards the expulsion of Mr. Ward, 
from his fellowship; I would to God we had a 
worthy successor to Archbishop Whitgift, who, in 
the days of Queen Elizabeth, speedily removed 
William Barrett, for opposing the doctrines of 
Grace, and allowed Peter Baro, because a foreigner, 
quietly to resign his preferments, and pass beyond 
the seas; the dogmas of these gentlemen were not 
nearly so immoral and unscriptural as the tenets 
of Borne, openly avowed by the above Mr. Ward. 

As a proof of the persecuting spirit of Borne, 
and to excite a spirit of thankfulness in the 
English protestant, I subjoin an account of the 
trials of protestants in Madeira, in the year 1844. 

PEBSECUTION IN MADEIBA. 
(extracts from a letter just received by the 
rev. reginald smith, of stafford rectory, 
dorset, from dr. kalley.) 

Funchal, Madeira, Sept. 27, 1844. 

" My dear Friend, — May the God of truth 

strengthen you and bless you! — Here we are 
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afflicted : for the Lord has seen fit to allow Satan 
to stretch forth his hand against the persons and 
the property of those that feared the Lord, and 
they are now in deep distress ; hut I must endea* 
vour to state, plainly and shortly, the circum- 
stances. During this summer many readers of 
the Bible have heen beaten, some of them very 
violently, some by day on the public road before 
crowds — others by night, after their houses had 
been broken open by the ruffians, — but in no case 
has any attention been paid to complaints, either 
made by them or by me. In one case, when a 
woman was in danger, and seemed likely to die in 
my hospital of the injuries inflicted, I stated the 
case to the public prosecutor, mentioning the 
names of witnesses and their residences; but there 
was no attention paid to her, and no investigation 
made. I am credibly informed, that some of those 
who have been most forward in these disturbances 
are Cabos de Policia ; who, finding that the atroci- 
ties they committed were winked at, if not approved 
of, have gone on, till now the friends of the Bible 
are afraid to appear on the road. Two days ago, 
one of them, a poor woman, who was bringing me 
milk, was inhumanly beaten by persons who seemed 
like men, but from their conduct in uniting to attack 
one woman, must surely be something else." 
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Sept. 28. 
44 Last week a man was sentenced to two months 
imprisonment by Dr. Coelho, the Judge ; who, 
after finding that there was no law to authorize 
proceedings against me, allowed his sentence to 
be revoked by a man who had no authority, and 
then himself issued warrants for my apprehension, 
in virtue of a decision of a person whom he knew 
to be possessed of no judicial authority. You 
may remember something of the prisoner, a car- 
penter in Camera de Lobos, who came to me in 
Porto da Cruz, nearly blind. When I had pre- 
scribed for him, he asked what he had to pay ? and 
I told him, that all I asked was, that he should 
learn to read, when able to see, and read God's 
word prayerfully. He returned to me in about 
eight months afterwards, nearly blind, but, in the 
interim, he had learned to read well, and had read 
a large portion of the Scriptures. I was astonished 
at his knowledge of the truth, and asked how he 
had learned so fast ? In reply, he smiled and 
said, " Sir, God could teach me more in five 
minutes." Some time ago several men brought 
to his door the flag of the Holy Ghost, a piece of 
dirty cloth fixed on a stick. Having knocked at 
his door he bade them enter, which they did, and 
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asked alms for the Holy Ghost; within his own 
house he told them that " That was not the Holy 
Ghost." They replied that they knew of no other. 
Then he said, " You are very ignorant, for the Holy 
Ghost is the living and true God, who is present 
throughout the universe." They urged him to kiss 
the flag, which he refused, and would not give it 
any alms. They reported him to the Vicar, who, 
having summoned him, had a long conversation — 
in the end of it the Vicar told him that he knew 
much, hut he had better keep his knowledge to 
himself. The matter was, however, brought before 
the judge, and although such atrocities as break- 
ing open houses, and beating helpless women, 
can find no redress, nor even investigation — that 
of refusing to kiss their Holy Ghost is immediately 
avenged, although the charter declares that no 
citizen shall be prosecuted for motives of religion. 
He is now in gaol, and condemned to pay the 
expenses of the prosecution. 

Believe me ever, with most sincere christian 
affection, — Your fellow-servant in Christ, 

Eobt. R. Kalley." 
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